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80 much hath been written, and ſo ably, | 
on the ſubject of Baptiſm, that the Author | 


of the enſuing Dialogues would never have 
thought of appearing from the Preſs, on 
the Subject; had it not been for the Pub- 
| lication of the Pamphlet, on which he has 
| animadverted. That Publication, he has 
reaſon to think, was particularly deſigned 
to ſtop the progreſs of Baptiſt Principles in 
the Neighbourhood in which divine Provi- | 
dence has placed him, | 


As it might poſſibly have ſome local ef- 
fect, and as it did not appear to him, to be 
likely to attract the notice of abler pens at 
a diſtance; he has, in compliance with the 

requeſt of an affectionate People; whom 

„ be e eſteems it his honour to ſerve in | the 
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iv | AbverTiSEMENt, 


Goſpel, written the ARNE at : which 
he now ſubmits to the candid Peruſal g of 
thoſe into whoſe hands It may come, He 
ſincerely prays that the Lord would over- 
rule this revival of the controverſy for 
good; and that He would haſten the Time, 


when the Watchmen upon Zions Walls 
mall ſee Eye to 8 
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Evangelicus. pos 0 glad to * you, friend Fs: | 
tus. My mind is in a Rate. which ſeems to call for | 
the relaxation of. friendly converſation. I hope | 
- Fou come to ſpend the evening with me. | 
Hon. I came, Sir, with that deſign, Your | | 
friendſhip I eſteem, I have a particular wiſh for | 
conyeriauen with you at this time, _ |} 1 
Evan. pa any particular occurrence. . 
Hon. 1 — Thaveaſi mee to ans and folow | 


the willof my Divine Maſter, What is his will, and | 
my duty, with reſpect to the ordinance of baptiſm, - = ö 
have for ſome time occupied much of my thoughts. 4 
I have been reading a late publication of a neigh- 
bouring.miniſter,. Mr, Shrubſole, on that ſubject. 
The contents of that publication, I wiſh, candidly 2 
to examine. That, thereſore, I propoſe as the 
ſabject of our evening's converſation. | | 


7 
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Evan. W hat is the title of che publication to 
which you allude? 5 

Hon It is intitled. The Plain Chriftian 
Shepherd's Defence of his Flock.“ Being Five 
Letters in ſupport of Infant Baptiſm. 

Evan. Does the author mean to hold forth che 
Baptiſts as dangerous robbers of Churches, or as 
_ wolves in ſheeps cloathing (as I remember to have 
ſeen” them termed) that he * a defence of the 
flock neceſſary? 

Hon. He ſpeaks of their. 8. nt for the 

. propagation of their peculiar ſentiments, as having 
been likely to produce difunion in one Chriſtian 
Society ; and of having been informed of the ſame 
intemperate zeal operating elſewhere. 

Evan. The Baptiſts have undoubtedly Se 

voured to vindicate what they believed to be the 
caule of God and of Truth, when that hath been 
attacked. They have, likewiſe, on occaſions which 
have called fo 75 given the reaſons of their prae- 
tice. This, ſurely, they have a right to do. I 
know not of any thing further that has occurred. 
at leaſt in our nerghBoutliood, n the charge 
of intemperate zeal. 

Hon, I muſt confeſs, chat if there how I _ 
not obſerved it. 

Evan, Does Mr. 8. ebe any ching new in 
fupport of infant baptiſm ? 

Hon. Perhaps not. Arguments, however, are 

not the worſe for being old. el. 
Evan. True; yet to re-ſay from che- preſs. what 
| has been repeatedly faid before, ſeems unneceſſary; 
unleſs ſome particular occaſion call for it; which, 
it does not appear to'me, has occurred in the ſphere 
n which this author moves, I am willing, howe-- 
ver, to examine what he has produced, be it new, 


5 


— old. But previous to that, it may be Draper. 1 
| think, to enquire what kind: of er Aan 


8 of the caſe requires. 


Hon. I think ſo too.” 1 wiſh, you, to late your 


. ſentiments 0 that ſubject. 43 :-x4 2 9 fit 


Evan. Baptiſm, is an ordinance 5 4he tive 
kind. That yon, ariſes ant neceſſarily 193 the 
natural relation of Man 10, God, or to his fellow 
creatures ; but hath its Be ſolely in the po- 
ſitive inſtitution of God himſelf. Such infti- 
tutions there have been under every diſpenſa- 


tion of gtace. Such was the prohibition reo 


ſpecting the fruit of the tree of knowledge, in 
man's primeveal flate. Such was the hy Bae ne 
| of ſacrifices under the patriarghal diſpenſation, 
Such weile circumciſion, and various other rites, 


under the Moſaic law. Such alſo are baptiſm aud 


the Lord's ſupper, under the New Teſtament 9 


penſation, 
Hon. But what would you 1 Hom hence ! ? 


EET 


Evan. That the revealed will of the Divine Lok - 
gilde reſpecting the rite itſelf, is to be regarded as 
the only rule of our conduct with. regard to the mode 


and ſubje& of it. It would never have been, for 
inſtance, the duty of Abraham, to-have circumciſed 
himſelf, his male domeſtics, or his offspring, had 


it not been for the poſitive command of God. Of 


circumciſion he could have known nothing. but by 


the poſitive divine command. That, therefore, 


was the ſole rule of his conduct, with reſpect to 
that inſtitution. It is equally ſo with relpeQ, to bap- 
-tiſm, under che. Ne Teffament diſpenſation. Bap- 
tiſm would not have been a duty at all, had it nor 
been poſitively enjoined by God, His revealed will 
is, therefore, to be regarded as the ſole rule of out 


conduct, with regard to that ordinance, Had Abra - 
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bam, or his deſcendants. argued from analogy, what 
might have been deemed moral fumeſs, or u hat would 


have ſquared with human notions of decency; the 


original inſtitution would ſoon have been loſt, So, 


in regard to baptiſm if we adhere not cloſely and | 


conſcientiouſly to politive precept, 'or the precedent 
of divinely inſpired men; we ſhall ſoon be loſt in 
uncertainty and wild conjeQure, | _ Does Mr, S. Bang 
any ching · on this ſubje&? © 
Hon. I do not recollect that he el . 
Evan He deſerts, then, the only ground, 'on 


| which ſatis faction with reſpect to the matter of en- 


quiry can be obtained; and we might well be ex- 
cuſed following him, But what ate the arguments 
he 1 e 
Hon, I muſt refer the apt to nr oppor⸗ 
tunity. I wiſh! to | revolve what has been already 
laid, in my mind, and fhall therefore, for the pres 
ſent, take my leave, 
Evan. Farewell; and the Lord dire you | in this, 
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Evan. MY Friend. 1 now comes. s fur- 8 
viſhed, 1 preſume, with a formidable train of argu- 
ments from Mr. S. in ſupport of Infant Baptiſm, I 
therefore again aſk, what are the agents he 70. 
duces ? 7 

Hon. Flow formidable the train, experiment Wy 
decide, Perhaps my friend Evangelicus may find 
them more formidable than he at preſent apprehends, 
I will, however. endeavour to bring them. forward. 
Firſt, then, baptiſn ſucceeded circumciſion in the 
church of God. Conſequently as infants had: a 
right to the one, ſo they have to the other. 1 
Evan. Baptiſm ſuceceded orcas in the 
church of Cod." How is this e ? Do the 
ſcriptures ſuggeſt that ide? 

Hon. Mr. S. ſays, * that baptiſm is 9 circum- 
ciſion of Chriſt, ſo called by an apoſtle.” Allud- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, to Col, 2. 11. In whom, alſo ye are cir- 
cumciſed with the circumciſion made without hands,, in 
pulting off the body of the fin ns of the fleſh, by the cir- 
cumciſion of Chriſt. 1 
Evan, You will obſerve, that the 3 1 

apoſſle [71 2 of, is 4 circumciſion made WITHOUT 


HANDS: which can no more be ſaid of baptiſm N 


terally, than of circumciſion. What the apoſtle 
intends by the circumciſion made without hands, is 
; the regeneration of the. bead; which, and nat 


- 


„„ 
EU 


— 


1 2 
—_ — 


V one Ke” 
— * — ve —— — 


8 22 
dn SY 
—— . 


— . — 


— — 


r * 
* 2 N 
1 — 


2 A2 — D 
= * _— —— —_— = — — — = Us 


ans 2, ” 2 Wr 
— 8 p _ ——ũ—ñ) — s 


PR 


RE 
A 
— 


Ln - —ꝗrn .. Ta — eh „ 
uh - — — * 2 EI 
<= >, ole —— ow ow 
22 — rs ons — Cao, p 
+ 


1 6 1 
baptiſm, is the antitype of circumciſion in the 
fleſh ; agrceably to. Deut. go. b The Lord thy God, 
Jhall tircumciſe thy heart, &c. To Phil. 3. 3. Me are 
the circumciſion, which worſhiþ God in the ſpirit, and 
rejoice in Chriſt Feſus; and haue n0 confidence in the 
. fleſh. And to Rom. 2. 29 Circumciſion is that of 
the heart in the ſpirit, not in the letter, Whoſe praiſe is 
not of Men, but of God. Regeneration, and not bap- 
Uſm i is the Chriſtian circumcifion, NSN 

Hon.. But the apoſtle, in the verſe following, ex- 
2 mentions baptiſm; buricd with him 10 babe 
I TE 

Pee He does ſo. But it dots bt be a 
follow, that by baptiſm he intends the circumciſion 
3nade without hands; which, indeed, he could 


not do, without Wiaent abſurdity, The apoſile, i | in 


that context, enforces by various arguments, that 
purity of life. and ſtahility in the faith which he 
Had been inculcating, One very powerful argu- 
ment is, their having been the ſubjects of the cir- 
cumciſion of Chriſt, that is, regeneration ; another, 


| that they had by baptiſm moſt folemnly profeſſed 


their faith in the heart purifying doctrine of the 

death, burial, and reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt; of 
which baptiſm is a figure. I muſt think. that i in 
this inſtance the argument of Mr. S. fails. 
Does he produce any other teſtimony ſrom the 
New Teſtament, chat baptiſm is the luccedaneum 
of circumciſion? = | 


Hon. Not any direct teſtimony that 1 ratotilet., | 


Evan. It is ſtrange, indeed, if our Lord intended 
e as the ſuccedaneum of circumciſion, and 
that the one ſhould be a directory to us reſpecting 
the proper ſubjeQs of the other; that neither he nor 
his inſpired apoftles ſhould bave given us any inti- 


mation of it. More 9 yet, that? in all the 


ä 
controverſy about the continuance of eircumciſion. 
it ſhould never have been faid, you need not trou- 
ble yourſelves about the circumciſion of the foreſkin _ 
of the fleſh, | Baptiſm is appointed in its ſtead, 
which is a right equally ſignificant and more mild. 
Stranger ſtill, if one was the divinely appointed, 
ſuccedaneum of the other, that both ſhould be by © 
divine authority in practice at the ſame time; as it. 
is evident they were. Baptiſm commencing with 
Jobs miniſtry, and circumciſion not being abo- 
liſked till after the death of our Lord. . 
Beſides, if circumciſon is to be conſidered as our 
directory, reſpecting the ſubjects of Bapyjſm, it ſhould 
be followed throughout; and then only males would 
be baptized. Nor would a credible profeſſion of 
repentance and ſaith be requiſite to Baptiſm, even in 
adults; for that was never required, previous to cir- 
_ cumciſion as a prerequiſite to that ordinance even in 
adults. On the contrary, deſcent from Abraham; 
the being born in his houſe or bought with his 


money, gave a right to circumciſion, and rendered 


it a duty, independent of any other conſideration. , 
Hon. We will, if you pleaſe, proceed to the con- 
ſideration of another argument, by which Mr. 
Shrubſole endeavours to firenghten and confirm 
that which we have already examined. I would 
have you, (he fays) ever to keep in mind, that 
the chriſtian church is only a continuatiou of that 
_ church which God had among the Jews under another 
name, therefore, if Infant Baptiſm did not ſucceed 
Circunſeiion there was a very great alteration made 
in reſpect to receiving perfons into the church, with- 
out any notice being given of it, or any reaſon being 


rendered for it. wy Her 8 
Surely, this ſtrongly eſtabliſhes the right of infants 
to be initiated by baptiſm into the Chriſtian Church. 


* 
* N ” 


— 
* 


* 


— — 
— 


<tr Men wn”. > EO eſs — Sow} p 2 
3 Nr : 
_ — ous > a — 
” — - — 8 


2223 4 * 4- + << 
——— > 
% So — " P.4 
— 
A —— — 


— 
OY " 


* 
„ 
22 
— Sas —ä 5̃d — . 


69332 . s 


= — AL 8 
— DEE. 


which God had among the Jews 
gracious men worſhipped the ſame God, thro' the ſame 
mediator, and, chat internal religion was eſſentially 

the ſame then as now; he * what is true. interual 
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. Evan. Let us, my good ſriend, 3 WR 
premiſes. a little; and not too haſtily come to a con- 
clufion. When, Mr. Shrubſole ſays. that the:chriſ- 
tian. church is ouly a .coninuation of that church 
If he means, that 


religion has been. eſſentially the ſame in all ages. 
and under all dilpenſations. whether ee 
Jewiſh, or Chriſſia ©, 8 

But does it follow from hence, that luies rites 


x under different diſpenſations, muſt be the-ſame? Or 


that the Chriſtian church muſt have ſome ſucceda- 
neum ſor every poſitive inſſitution of the Jewiſh 
church? By no means. Internal teligion may ſub- 
fiſt, and in ſact has ſubliſted, without either cir- 
cumciſion or baptiſin, They depend, not on any 


eſſential connection with that; but on the poſitive 
appointment of the divine legillator. No inference, 
therefore, can be fairly drawn from hence, in favour 


of the right of infants to baptiſm... But if he means 


that the viſible form of the church -of God. has 


been the ſame under both diſpenſations, he lays 
what is both falſe and dangerous. 
Hon. Pleaſe. to illuſtrate + your aſſertion by ſome 


| particular inſtance, that 1 may Judge of its. truth 92 
5 error. of 


Evan. The Jewiſh church was mote it con» 


| ſited of the whole body of the people whether good 
or bad. All had a right to all its externa; privileges, 


unleſs ceremonially unclean, without any relpect had 
to their being. or not being, regenetate. But no inti- 
mation of any national form of Church government 
is given in the New Teſtament. Under the Chriſtian 


i diſpenlation diſtin churches were formed, conliſt= 
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Va r ch and fach only; as: hag, or Wo leere 
bh 1 à judgment of charity. concluded to have been 
quickened by divine grace Eph. 2. 1 who had 
gladly received the word, and were connected * ü 
ther in bonds of ſpecial fellowſhip. - Acts s. '4t, 4 
Of ſaitzts in Chriſt: Jeſus. with their biſfiops 4 
deacons. Phil: 1. 1. Of ſuch who had come 6 
Qhriſt as a living flone, and were as lively ſlones. 
built upon him. &c, 1 Pet. 2. 4, 5.—Thoſe whom 
ihe Lord added to the church, were not nations, or 
political bodies of men; bur ſuch from among 
them as ſhould be ſaved. Ads 3. 47 I ſay, diſ- 
tin churches, were formed of ſuch; as, the churches 

of Judea, of Galatia, of Corinch. of Cenchrea; 

a port near to Corinth, xc. &c. In this reſpe, 
then, the difference is both flriking and important, 

To argue, therefore, for the admiſon of infants, - 

and unregenerate perſons, into Chriſtian chorches; ; 
| becauſe they were comprehended in the Jewiſli' Ha- 

tional church, as Mr. 8. ſeems to do in his pam 
ſend is not only delufive, but likewiſe dangerous. 

t tends to blend the church and the world; to en- 

rage , formaliſts in Eion; to ener- 
ig 4 di ipline of the church and 16 fink that 
ſpirituality which is ſo-eminent|! y deſigned to prevail 
in the church 'of Chrifh, into were ootwäard lor. 
mality. 

Hon. But as « The Jewilh, as well as the ROY - 

archal church, conliſted of mem women, and chil- 

dren 7 if infant baptiſm did not ſucceed” cireum- 
cifiori; one third part of the Saber” of the church 
were cut off.. 

Evan. Mr. 8. eight as well kuve faid nine dne 
For if the Uniregeritrate, as fuck, be unfit members 
of a goſpet church; thete is reafon to fear that 

more than that proportion in national * in ge- 

8 


? 


* 
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=: 10 7 
eral, . ill be 1 in that awful ſtate. But with 
zeſpe@.to' any real loſs ſuſtained, by the church of 
God under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, - from its vi- 
fible form's being more diſlinct and ſeperate from 
the world which lieth in wickedneſs ; or from its 
Tpecial privileges being confined to thoſe who ap- 
pear to have known the grace of God in truth; 1 
cannot conceive of any. It rather appears to me, 
to be a part of the eſpecial glory, and ſuperior 
excellence of the Church of Chriſt. | 


Hon. But on your hypotheſis, children aredeprived = 


of their ancient rights, even when we might have 
ſuppoſed,. that their privileges would have been 
enlarged, under a more free and benign diſpen- 
ion, 
Evan. With regard to the depriving children of 
their ancient rights, about which ſo, much clamour 
is made, the bypotheſis of Mr. S. is as chargeable 


with it, as is that of the Baptiſts. For if baptiſm 


ſucceeded, circumciſion, the Lord's ſupper ſucceeded 
the paſſover. Now children among the Jews were 
admitted to the paſſover; ; yet neither Mr. S. nor 
his brethren admit them to the Lord's Supper. If 
it be ſaid that communicants at the Lord's Table are 
required to diſcern the Lord's Body, of which infants 
are incapable ; we reply, that the ſubjects of bap- 


tifm are required to believe with all the heart, of which 


they are equally incapable.” 
Hon. The caſes are very diſimilar. In the 


1 of baptiſm, the perſon baptized is a patient; 
but in the Lord's Supper he is an agent. Take, eat, 


' do this. Therefore a child is capable of THEM: 
but not of receiving the Lord's Supper. 


Evan. But if this diſtinction in the caſe before us 


were juſt you muſt perceive it would have been as 
e to circumciſion. and the paſſover, as ta 


FT. 
baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; and therefore 3 it 
will not free you from the dreadful charge of de- 
priving children of their ancient rights. But the 
diſlinction is far ſrom being juſt. The facred ſcrip= 
tures are far. from repreſenting the ſubje& baptized 
as merely paſſive, One paſlage may for the preſent 
ſuffice, * As many of you as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, have put on Chriſt,” Gal 3. 27. 
Surely, putting on Chriſt, which is ſaid of all the 
baptized Galatians, 1s expreſſive of ſomething more 
than the being a mere unconſcious patient. 
Hon. But admitting, (for | know not how to de- 
ny it) that your opponents are guilty as well as your= 
ſelves ; this does not fatisfy me. I think it ſtrange 
that the privileges of children ſhould be leſs under 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation, than they were under 
the Jewiſh, 
Evan. Although the uſe of certain rites. „ 
ing infauts, eculiar to former diſpenſations, ceaſed 
with the 88 of thoſe diſpenſations; yet the 
privileges of children, where the Goſpel is preached, 
far exceed thoſe of Jewiſh children, as they are fa- 
voured with means far more conducive to the 
| knowledge of themſelves and of Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord. Accels to the oracles of God, in which the 

advantage of the circumciſed Jew of old chiefly lay, * 
Rom. g. 2. is now, with much greater advantage, 
opened to the children of the uncircumciſed Gen- 
tile. | 
What ſuperior advantages do the children of Pe- 

dobaptiſt 2 enjoy, above the children bf Bap- 
tiſt parents ? If baptiſm itſelf be a privilege, it is 
in conſequence of divine appointment, and as at- 
| tended with a divine bleſſing; which, to take for 


granted as it reſpects infant baptiſm, is merely beg- 


ging the queſtion. In all other reſpects the chil- | 
| G 2 


1 12 } 
dren of both are * on a level. And the 
children of Baptiſts are, I humbly, conceive, as 
frequented favoured with the bleſſings of diſtin- 
guiſhing grace, and as frequently make uſeful mem- 
bers of the church of God upon earth, as the chil- 
dren of their neighbours. What is therefore ſaid, 
about depriving children of their ancient privileges, 
is mere declamation ; calculated to miſlead, thoſe 
only who, without examination, are led away with 
empty ſounds. 

Hon. The concerns of my family by this time, 
call for my preſence at home. I ſhall conſider what 

ou have ſaid; and on ſome other opportunity, we 
will further inveſligate the ſubje, Till then, I 
bid you farewell, | 

Evan, Adieu, The God of Peace and Truth 
be with you. Ps 


1 3s$ I 
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Hon. I have 1 now an opportunity to proceed i in 
the ſubject of our former converſations, if conve- 
nient to my friend Evangelicus. 

Evan. I am reacy to comply with the wiſh af 
my friend. | 

Hon. Mr. S. ſays, that infants were commanded 
to attend, the public worſhip of God ; referring to 
Joel 2. 16. and ſpeaks of the neceſſity and advan- 
tages of their preſence, 1 acknowledge myſelf, 
| however, to be incapable of diſcerning the force of 
his reaſoning,” as applicable to the ſubje@ before us, 
and ſhall therefore paſs.it, But when he argues that 
the children of the Jews were always conſidered as 
connected with their parents in the tranſactions of 
God with them, (and reſers to Gen, 17. 7. 14. Iſai. 
59. 21. 65. 2g. Ezek. 16. 20, 21.) I think he ſays, 

what ought to have ſome weight in this controverſy, _ 
Evan. It is ſtrange that in a controverſy reſpect- 
ing the ſubjects of baptiſm, (a New Teſtament or- 
dinance) we ſhould be ſent to Moſes and the Pro- 
phets for direction; and not rather to the writings 
of Evangeliſts and Appſiles. It is much more con- 
ſonant to the character of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to 
ſuppoſe that, with reſpe to an ordinance peculiar 
to the Goſpel diſpenſation, he has given plain di- 
rections in thoſe ſcriptures which were written under 
that diſpenſation ; than to role. that he has lelt 
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us 8 them by long, perplexed, and uncertain 


reaſoning upon Old Teſtament paſlages and rites, 
We will, however, examine what Mr. S. has ſaid 
on the ſubject. 

That the children of hs 1 50 were always conſi- 


dered as connected with their parents, in the tranſ- 


actions of God: with them, is an aſſertion that re- 


quires more proof to eſtabliſh it, than Mr. S. has 
thought 1 to give. That they Jometimes were, 


he paſſages produced irom Gen. 17. 


is certain. 


reſpect the covenant God made with Abraham. 


That covenant was of a mixed nature; including, 


not only fpiritual bleſſings, but alſo peculiar tempo- 


ral ones. This is plain from verſe 4. I will make thee 


the father of many nations, and verſe 8. I will: give 
unto thee, and thy ſeed after thee, the land wherein thou 
"art a ſtranger, all the land of Canagn ſor an everlaſt= 
ing poſſeſſion. Agreeably to this diſtinction, Abta- 


ham's teed are of two ſorts; his natural polterity, 
in a particular line, on the ave hand, and his ſpi- 


ritual feed on the other. This diſtinction i is made 


by the apoſtle, Rom. 9. 8. That is, they which are 


the children of the fleſh, theſe are not the children of 
God, but the children of the promiſe are counted for 
the ſeed, The ſpecial temporal bleſſings belonged 


to Abraham's poſterity, as ſuch, With this branch 


of the Abrahamic covenant circumciſion appears to 
| have been eſpecially connected; and to have been 
appointed as a means of preſerving the race of 


Abraham, in the line of Ifaac, diſtin from others, 


and as an abiding mark, to be a token or ſign of : 


that covenant, and a means of ſtrengthening the 
ae” of his deſcendants in the peculiar promiles of 

Eut what this has to do with the right of infants 
to „ Baptifin; la poſitive ordinance, belonging to a 
different I cannot perceive. 


% 


tak 


It 69. 21. As for me, thi\ is my covenant with them, ſaith 
the Lord; my ſpirit that is upon thee,' and my words 
vieh 1 have put in thy mouth, ſhall; not depart out of 

thy mouth, nor out of the mou'h of thy ſeed; nor out of 

tie mouth of thy feeds feed, faith the Lord. from hience- 
forth and for ever., Now this cannot relate to car- 
nal deſcent; for. if ſo, the promiſe has palpably 
failed: No, it is a promiſe of the continuance of 
the ſpirit. and word of God, to the church in alt 
Tucceeding ages, So that thoſe, ', ſpiritually born 
in her, (Pſal. 87. 5.) ſhall be favoured; with the 
fame ſpirit and embrace the ſame truth. ,.. 

A ſimilar obſervation will equally apply to Iſai. 15 
65. 23. 1 do not, therefore, ink a more Paui- | 
cular reply veedſul,. | 

Ezek. 16. 20, 21. Moreover thou haf * thy ſons 
and thy daughters, whom thou haſt born unto me, and 
theſe haſt thou ſacrificed. unto them to be devoured. Gc. 
This merely, proves the aggravated guilt of the 
idolatrous and cruel conduct of the Iſraelites, in la · 
crificing their children to idols, ariſing from the pe- 
culiar national covenant then ſubſiſting between God 
and them, and cannot have even the moſt remote 
reference to the right of infants to baptiſm, under 
a different diſpenſation. That cauſe muſt be totter- 
ing indeed, which requires ſuch far-fetched and 
inconcluſive arguments to ſupport it. 

Hon. If thoſe paſſages be foreign and inconclu- 
ſive, perhaps what 1 would now urge, may not be 
found equally ſo. Circumciſion and baptiſm are 
to be conſidered as leals of the ſame covenant of 
grace, conſequently, as infants had a right to the 
one, they muſt alſo have a claim to the other. 1 
do not give the exact words of Mr. 8. but his 
ſenſe as collected from different parts of his po 
phlet. - © 


{6 ] 


| Evan, What does my Friend Honeſtus, or his 
1 mean by a ſeal of the covenant ol grace? 
Hon. I do not recollect that my author explicitly 


declares what he intends by the term. But what 1 


intend is, a ſign or token fixed by God to that co- 
venant, declarative of the nenn of the lubject to 
the bleſſings of 3,2 

Evan. But can either circumciſion or baptiſin, be 


in this ſenſe juſtly called a ſeal of the covenant ol 


grace? All Abraham's male domeſties and offspring, 


Iſhmael, Eſau, and the whole body of the Jews 
who entered Canaan, were circumciſed. Had they 


all an intereſt in the bleſſings of the covenant of 
grace? Enoch, who walked with God; Noah, Mel- 


chiſedeck, &c. were not circuntcitha;* Were they 


excluded the bleſſings of that covenant? 


Hon. You muſt diſtinguiſh between the onward | 


and viſible, and the ſecret and myſtical, church of 
God ; between the outward and viſible” fign, and 
the inward and ſpiritual grace; between external 
covenant relation, and à ſpiritual ad ein inte- 
reſt in the covenant of gracfde. 

Evan. And ſo, if poſſible raiſe a duſt of diſ- 


tinctions and words, that may hinder perſons from 
attending to, and following the plain directions of 


my Lord, reſpecting a poſitive inſtitution of his! 
I can, however, diſtinguiſt: between a mere 
outward profeſſion, and the poſſeſſion of real reli- 
gion: but am yet to be convinced, that the New 
Teſtament authorizes a reception of any into a 


Goſpel church, but thoſe who make a credible pro- 


feſhon of experimental religion itſelf. External 
relation to the covenant of grace, as diſtinguiſhed 
from a ſpiritual, ſaving intereſt therein, I can find 
no foundation for in the word of God, That 


8 
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tovenant appears to me to be wholl irtual " 
e eb, Foe 18. ly fo 
Hun. Mr. S. ſhews, that the Uncboyehed fon of | 
his day are called the children of the kingdom. — 
Matt, 8. 12. 

Evan, But can m friend read the. whole pat. 
lage. Me children of the kingdoms, mall be caft duc 
into outer darkneſs ; there fall be weeping and gnajh- 
ing of tech; and yet believe that the kingdom there 
| ſpoken of, is that of the covenant of 3 Sutely 

not. Our Lord certainly intended, that. national 
and typical ſtate of things, which had till chen ſub- 
fiſted among the Jews; but which was then © be 
aboliſhed, It is ſurprizing to find ſuch paſſages 
produced in favour of the ſuppoſed right of infancs 

to baptiſm. 

Hon. But our Lord uſes the fame terms, itch 
th OO) his 1. 152 1 ann Alper 


* 5 ef 
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from the context, 1 Ply the liven rhe 2 3 
our Lord intends, che teal ſubjefts of lack, Who 
al ſhine forth in tht lingdom of their father ; 17 
who are oppoſed to the tarts, or the cüduren of the 

wicked one. Who. ſhall be call into a Fund of 0] Tf ire 
MI friend Honeſtus, muſt . ſomeihing 4 fitrle 
more to the purpoſe, or that thy pativtres 


vill fail, | 

ay ». 1 bell not 1 1 it tuch hn er this even- 
ing. de thing thore, however, 1 Mun mention. 
Circutacifioh in ſaid, by the Apoſtle; ch have bei 
a ſeal of the rightrouſneſs of faith. Rom. 4. 11 

* Evan. Yes ; but it was to Abraham perſonally, 
as is plain from the paſſage itſelf, He received the 

fon * eircumefſan, a ſeal 4 the Foy FF: the 


18 3 


Faith which n had being Jet uncircumeiſed, That 
de, Gol. when he commanded. Abraham to circum- 
cile himſelf. graciouſly recogniſed the faith with 
"which, by divine grace, he was endued ; and 
which had an inſeparable connexion with that co- 
venant into which he then entered with him, and 
appointed circumciſion as an abiding fign or mark 
ol the peculiar covenant in which he ſtood related 

to him. But does it follow from hence, that cir- 

cumciſion was a ſeal of the covenant of grace to 
all his unbelieving \polterity 7 or that baptiſm ſuc- 
ceeded circumcifion? or that it is a ſeal of the cove- 
nant of grace ? If it does, I muſt confeſs that the 

evidence of it is far beyond my comprehenſion. © 
Hon. It is time for us to cloſe the converſation for 
the preſent, I éwill, Providence permitting, call on 
you again at a convenient ſeaſon. 

Evan. Before we part, I youll aſk, do. you 
think that Mr. S. has brought ſatisfaQtory evidence, 
that  baptiſin is the, ſuccedaneum of circumciſion ? 
or that the latter is to be the rule of our conduct 
reſpeQing the ſubjects of the former? 3 
5 Hon. I find my mind at preſent © "SCP and | 
muſt therefore deſer a determination. Beſides, more 
evidence remains to be examined. N 

Evan, That kind of evidence, which is * 
lated to perplex the mind; and which needs a long 
train of abſtruſe reaſoning i in order to its being diſ- 
cerned, is certainly ill ſuited to the nature of a po- 
fitive Divine Ordinance, ſuch as baptiſm is. I 
Thall be ready, to inyeſtigate_ the ſubject further, 
bs it Tails W. In we mean time, farce 
Well. 
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Hon. Having a, ſpare half hour, I wait on v 


again, Evangelicus, and wiſh to improve the time 


in the ſurther inveſtigation” of the ſubject lately un- 
der our conſideration. Our preceding converſations 
have been "pretty much confined to the contents 
of Mr. 878. firſt letter, If you pleaſe, we will now 
proceed to the ſecond, in which he conſiders bap- 
tiſm, as pradiled by. John the Baptiſt, and by gur 
Bei . ß way 

Evan. Very, proper, But what from thence ap- 
pears in ſupport of his favourite cauſe? 
Hon. He admits that they baptized adults; for, 
by introducing a new diſpenſation, and a new name 
into the ſame church of God, the firſt converts 


muſt needs be adult perſons. But thoſe inſtances 


. 1 90 =— ++ & 4 e 712 + FS 8. its 
he conſiders as impertinent to the matter in diſputc.. 


« They furniſh; indeed, his opponents with a ſpe- 
cious, but very weak argument for adult baptiſm ;_ 
by which many young and weak perſons are drawn, 
J..... Do gre 
Evan. Whether ſcriptural inſtances of the bap- 
tilm of adult perſons, be, imperiinent to the argu- 
ment, or not, we will confider another time. At 
preſent, I am aQing on the defenſive only. Whe- 
ther perſons who embrace baptiſt ſentiments be 

merely the young and the weak, is far from being 
decifive in the enquiry, What ts.cruth? Mr. S. may 


perhaps confine Sib nd mental ſtrength, to 
| his own party. Doubileſs ye are the men, and wiſ= 
| | D 2 
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dom wt die with you. But what proof does * pro- 
duce, that infant baptiſm was practiſed by John the 
Baptiſt, or by our bleſſed Lord? | 

Hon. „ The common uſage of the church, led 
them to do it,” © | 

Evan. What, had the ordinance of baptiſm, then 
been of long ſtanding in the church? 

Hon. Mr. S. does not ſay ſo, But he confithee 


baptiſm, you. kids” as Tacceeding Fircumcifion, 


which was performed | on infants,” 

Evan. That is merely a repetition of a ao argument 
already conſidered, and, 0" think eee re- 
futed. 

Hon. But the known teat of Jewiſh p parents ſor 
the bimh- privileges of their children, would induce 
them to expect it. and to proteſt againſt. any 1 iahor 
n, that was injurious to their oftspring.” | 

Evan, It is firange that. Mr. S4 ſhould'talk of 
innovation in a difpenſarign which be acknowledges 
to have been new. Or that he ſhould thiok of 


their proteſting againft che exclyfiqn o of their infants 


from baptiſm, under the idea of its z Coming i in, the 
room of circumcifio 4 At. a time when cher dello, 
iſelf: continued; which was certainly, (he fad, at the 
period We are now confi iderivg. 

Hon. In confirmation ot his idea, he wry Les, 4 
3s laid, that ſalvation came to Zacheus's $ oe that 
1s, to him and his family ; and t 1 ene be” 
Jieved in the Lord with all his houſe, or family.” 

Evan. Luke 19. 9. Joh. 4 35. are the pallage 
dltaded to. I can barely fopprebs a fine ar 5 
production of them. as provin the right ol infants 7 
to baptifm ; about which , ordinance there is not A 
fyllable in the text or context, © Might not ſalyatior 
be faid to come to Zacheub's houſe, when our Lord 
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0 ang puipoſas of. merey 7. yes, Lehle, 
| ih 7 5 ntz the idea of, the baptiſm of in- 
fants, daf he 955 vere, any. of which no, imimation. 
is. 4 1 1 does the by noblegan's bejevine « in G 
with 1 5 ove that, there were infants in 
| hy han ls ob Ju 5 Wa. ie ys —_ 
baptized? 8 
Fon. * If hole che were. ſept forth 
by our Ford 10 | kr ate been ſent forth ta 
| pain proſely:es to Judaiſm, the children would: have; 
been received; thereſore we may ly conclude it was 
the ſame as to their gaining 5 iplas to Jeſas,” 
This Mr. S. illuſtrates by the metaphor of an 
houſe, ity entrance, ken, &. too Jong. for 
me now t repeat. | 
Evan, You need not do f its. becauſe, I have rad, 
and remember/it, Bach his argument, and his ib 
N go. on the principle; That the vibble 
12 of the Jewiſh, and of the Chriſtian church, 
ſame, including the fame kind of ſuhjects ; 
the fallagy of which has already Leen ſhawn. Take 
en this ſuppoſition, and both, totally fail. In 
the propagation of Judaiſm, male children, and 
thoſe only, would have been circumciſed; becauſe 
of God's. expreſs command... But Judaiſm, and 
Chriſtianity, are pot the ſame, When either a di- 


vine command to baptize infants, or an example 


of the PraRice of it by, men mana Winke Is 
produced, we Mall readily comply. 5 
Hon. You urgently deſire your opponents; to. 
er you a command fron the word of God: for 
baptizing infants, With far more reaſon. way they 
5 e be ou, tO. denn them a prohibition io bap- 
_tize. 4 9 The children, have ever been in poſſels 
fon of the houſe. of God; and they have a divine 
right to keep poſſeſſion; until the great Maſter of 
the Houle ejeas them,” ; 
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Een Arguments of this kind, my good friend, 
however plauſible,. might as fairly be urged for 
the admiſſion of perſons groſs ly ignorant, or evi- 


dently unregenerate, o all the privileges of che 


church of Chriſt ; or for the retaining much 
of the trumpery of che church of Rome, (it is 
indeed the dernier reſort of her champions) as 
in the caſe before us. This, however, we may 
learn from the production of ſuch atguments; Y 
that neither a Divine ere nor a Scriptural 


Precedent, is to be found. 


Hon. Mr. S. refers to Matt. 19. 14. i which 
he ſeems to connect Matt 18. 3 6 Suffer little 


— children, an forbid them not 10 come unto me, or of 


ſuch is the kingdom of Heaven. 

Evan, Were thoſe children brought x Chriſt for 
baptiſm'; or did he then baptize them? 

| Hon. Mr. 8. docs not ſuppoſe that he did. 


7 


Evan. um. then, i is infant baptiſm proved from 


the eaſe? +: 
Hon. ** There is a to beliebt that they v were 


the baptized children of believing parents,” 


Evan. A bold conjeQure ! But, as far ag 1 kan 
perceive, totally deſtitute of proof. 

Hon. The cafe ** manifeſts the folidthde ien 
the Jews had for their children's 8 beſt welfare and 


religious privileges.” 


Evan. I ſuppoſe that baptiſt parents are as ſoli- 
citous for their children's beſt welfare, as eicher 
Jewiſh or Pedobaptiſt parents: but they do nog 
from hence conclude, that they have a right to 1 
ſtitute inventions of their own in the room of 
ſitive appointments of Jeſus Chriſt ; or that tl ie 
children's beſt welfare, or really religious privi. 
. wu at 5 be rn by their fo an q 


* 
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* % Our Lord conſidered the e Mich of bees 
rents as che ſaith of the children, with whom they 

were connected in covenant. relation to God; and 
he ſpeaks of the infants not as brought to him. but 
as coming to him; nd. the linie one: fad ee 
. lieve.in him.“ 
© Evan. This is a very dangerous 255 of talking, 
much more likely to produce a fatal ſecurity in 
young perſons, by encouraging them to roſt in ſup- 
poſed birth - privileges, and in an external rite, than 
to promote their beſt welfare. Does it really fol- 

low from our Lord's ſaying, Suffer little children and 
forbid them not to come unto me, that they were in co- 
venant relation to God. in conſequence. of the faith 
ol their parents? reſpecting the little one ſpoken of 
as believing ia Chriſt; it is evident from the con- 
text, that our Lord is ſpeaking of a zeal ſubject of 
converting grace. Matt. 18. 3 6. 

Hon. Our Lord gives . Auen reaſon 
why young children ſhould be brought to him, 
viz. For of ſuch is the kingdom of God.“ This 
is another ſtrong evidence, of baptiſm ſucceeding 
circumciſion in the church of God, W is the 
kingdom here meant. 

Evan. When our Lord ſays of SUCH is the kin 
dom of Heaven; be means perſons of ſuch a diſpok- 
tion. Agrecably to Matt. 18. 3. Except ye be converted 
and become As little children, ye ſhall not enter into the 
kingdom of Heaven. Nor is it at all neceſſary to un- 
derſtand our Lord (in Matt. 19. 14.) as intending 
the church of God on earth, by the - phraſe, Tre 
kingdom of Heaven. It is, at leaſt, as E to 

the kingdom of eternal g A 155 | 

Hon. Mr. S. lays, he . of the 


Lord's day, or firſt, day of che week, has no expreſs 
warrant from ſcripture, to ſucceed the ſeventh day, 
any more than baptiſm has to ſucceed circumciſion, : 
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Evi The cles are hot parallel.” Tbe ſetting a 
part of 4 certain portion of time for ſolemH wah 


ing upon God. is an obfigation of a moral nature. 


| Baptiſt is an iuſtitution purtly pofutue.” The obſer- 
Fox rip therefore, Is mpertinent to che caſein hand. 


Further, with reſpe& to Oh change of łhe ſabbath 


from the feverith "May: in the week, "to the firft, it 


either is, or is not warranted by the word of God. 


If it be without warrant, the practice muſt - | 
n and if fo, one error can by do means ju got | 
eve 


uly arrother, But if mere be, (obich T be 
there is, and fuppoſe Mr. S. believes fo to) ſuffi- 


Cient Warrant from the New Teſtament to believe 
_that the change nel took" place under the direc- 


tion of men divinely vlpfred. the obſervation i is 


fill more impertinent. 


Hon. There is 0 e6ifihand bt pete epi for ad- 
mitting women to che Lord's Supper 8 
admit them. 


Evan. When you . aſter Me. S. „ Nos n- 


mand or Precept, 57 ſuppoſe for þreceþt, it ſhould 
de precedent; otherwiſe there is 1 iſfinQion be- 
tween the words. 


That women were a part of the nations whom 


our Lord commiſſioned his Apoſtles to teach and 
baptize, is plain from the conduct of the primitive 
Evangeliſts. They taught ind baptized thofe of 


the one ſex, as well as of the other, Acts 8. 12. 


They. conſequently, wete included in the following 


part of the commiſſion ; Teaching them to 0bſerve all 


things whatſoever Thave commande Jon. This doubt- 


Jefs” includes the commemoration of his death in 


the Lord's Supper. Women were baptized as well 
as men. Now, baptized perſons, withour any diſ- 
tinction of ſex, were added to the church; afid all 


that were added by the Linth, continutal WELL in 


ah 


the « helle * and in ſellauſtih. and in BRAX 
ING OF BREAD. Acts 2. 41—47. It is needleſs ta 
ſay more on a point ſo clear. Wretched, indeed, 
muſt be the ſtate of chat caule. which needs duch | 
miſerable ſubterſuges to ſupport i lei Hum 120 
Hon. Our Lord charged Peter to ſhew his lovers: 5 
him by feeding, firſt his lambs, and then twice, by: 
feeding his ſhec p. Thus che children and the pa- 
rents are to be cared for; by the miniſters as mem 
bers of the Chriſtian church. In chis paſtoral cha- 
racter our Lord is beauduiſully regs 5 the 
Prophet Iſaiah. / Chap. 40. 10.“ 
EVuan. By lambs, in both places, are meant, "riok 
infants who know not the Lord, and who are inca- 
pable of being fed ſpiritually ; but young, feeble, 
and fearful believers. To ſuppoſe the contrary is 
mere fancy ; and to argue from it as a ſetf-evident 
truth, is too contemptibly weak to deſerve a ſerious 
reply. Does Mr. S. produce any thing more from 
the miniſtry of John, or of our blobs Lord, in 
ſupport of infant baptiſm ? - | 

Hon, | think not. | | 7 

Evan. You believe Jeſus Chriſt t to o have 1 A 
wiſe and gracious Legiſlator, 

Hon. Certainly. | 

Evan. Is it not ſtrange, lien; if bois had dend 
infant baptiſm to have been practiſed by his diſci- 


ples, that in the whole courſe of his miniſtry, he 


; I have given no plain and poſitive intimation 
of it 

Hon. I think it might reaſonably have been ex- 
pected that he would. 

Evan. Has Mr. S. produced ſuch 1 intima- 
tion? | 
Hon. I cannot ſay that he has. 

Evan, How * do 5 * that the miniſtry . 
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of Jou the baptift, and of our Lord taken togs= 
ther, continued ? © 


Hon. About fix or ſeyen years, 1 N 

Evan. If infant baptiſm had been then praiſed, | 
numbers muſt have been, in that courſe of time, 
baptized. -' Ts it not ſtrange, then, that we meet not 
with a fingle example in the whole hiftory? ? 

Hon, I know not at preſent, h&w to account " 


1 I ſhall, probably, reconſider the ſubje&, and 


hope to be led into the real Truth, but, 1 . for 


the preſent take my leave. 


Evan. Farewell. May the Lord, dirs you in 


By, EI 9 0 (4:06. 
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3 Bs our laſt converſation we AR Ts ate 
tended to the contents of Mr. S's Second Letter.— 
Let us now:proceed to his (Third Letter, in which 
he profeſledly enters on a brief conſideration of bap- 
tiſm, as it was practiſed aſter the aſcenſion of 
Chriſt, and as recorded in the acts of the Apoſtles. 
Evan. What are the n you moet with in 
this part of his work ? 

Hon. He begins with obſerving, chat 4 com- 
miſſion, Go teach all nations, 2 them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; teaching them io ab ſerve all things whatſoever 
1 have commanded you ; Is ſo worded as to take 
in both parents and their children, For parents are 
capable of being taught, and then baptized ; and 
children are capable of being diſcipled by baptiſm, 

and then taught. The firſt word in the commiſſion 
rendered 10 teach, ſignifies to diſeiple, or to make diſ- 
cißles; and it is wiſely and graciouſly put into this 
commiſſion by our bleſſed Lord, that both parents 

and children might be, as they ever had been, re- 
ceived into the church together,” 


 .. Foan. To a critical — of the Greek 

| 2 perhaps, neither my friend Honeſtas, Mr. 8. 

myſelf may be competent. The learned Venema, 

> Pedabaptiũt. and whom I ſuppoſe to have been a4 

much abler critic than wg of us, ſays on * : 
| 3 


If ens 1 | | 
ſage; \** The word Matheteuein in the flile of the 
New: Teſtament, does not ſigniſy barely to admit 
into a ſchool and iuſtruction; but to admit after the 
doctrine is believed, and alter a previous ſubjection 
to the fundamental laws of the ſchool.” It is 1 
diſaple, then, by effeQually teaching; and indeed. 

it is in this way only. chat diſciples can be made. 
In this light it is evident, the term was uſed by 
our tranſlators, though themſelves were Pedobap- 
tiſts. They have, therefore, rendered it to each, 
That they were right in fo doing, is evident from 
the parallel place (Mark 16. 16.) when, Preach the 
Segel. anſwers to Matthew's, Go teach. This di- 
vine commiſſion contains but one general direction 
for baptizing, without any diſtinction of perſons. 


If, therefore, it authorized the baptizing of any her- 


ſons without teaching, it would warrant the bap- 
tizing of all. For, of the diſtinction of parents 
and their children, and of the one being firſt taught 
and then baptized, the others being baptized brit, 
and then Pl though plain enough in the pam- 
phlet of Mr. S. there is not the leaſt ſhadow in the 
text itſelf, Mr. S. therefore, is far from having 
proved, by the commiſſion itſelf, a warrant to bap- 
tize untaught infants. | 
Hon. Mr. S. does not, I conceive, 5 che ſtreſs 
of his argument upon the commiſſion, conſidered 
ſimply by itſelf; but as conſidered in connection 
with Apoſtolic pradice. In dhe ſecond chapter, 
of Acts. St, Peter adviſeth the convinced Jews, to 
repent and be baptized every one of them, 1n the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of ſins ; and 
promiſes chat they ſhould receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, Theſe things he enforces on them 
by declaring, that the promiſe is to you, and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even to as many 


3 . 29 1 
as the Lord our God ſhall call. The — meant 
is the pardon of fin, and the gift of the holy ſpirit. 
This promiſe, the Apoſtle ſays, was to them; that 
is, made to them and to their children, as a part of 
God's viſible church, and to all that are afar off; 
even todas many as the Lord our God ſhall call, or 
bring by the preaching of the word into his church, 
and to all the children of ſuch diſciples.” = | 

Evan, If, as Mr. S. ſays, the promiſe mean. the 
pardon of fin, and the gift of the Holy Spirit; I 
cannot ſee how it can with truth, be faid to be- 
long to the children of Believers, as ſuch, becauſe 
many of them live and die without thoſe bleſſings. 
By children, it is much more agreeable to underſtand 
poſterity: like as, in that awful imprecation, (to 
which the Apoſtle probably referred), His blood be 
| upon us and our children; and to conſider the laſt 
clauſe of the text. Even to as many as the Lord our 
God ſhall call, as explanative of the whole. Thus 
underflood, the paſſage is free from every difficulty, 
and conſonant with other Apoſtolic addreſſes, 
Such as Acts 1g. 38, 39. Be it known unto you, 
therefote, Men and Brethren, that through this Man is 
preached unto you the forgiveneſs of - fins : and by ham 
ALL THAT BELIEVE are juflified, &c, In this view, 
it perfectly correſponds with the narration which 
follows: Then they that gladly received the word were 
baptized, The ſacred hiſtorian informs us u ere 
baptized ; namely, thoſe who gladly received the word. 
But there is not the leaſt hint that their infant chil- 
dren were baptized with them. If you refer to AQs 
8. 12. you will find a fimilar account. 

Hon. Mr. 8. mentions the Apoſtolic addrefs to 
the Jews, Ads g. 23. But what has been already 
{aid, with reſpect to the peculiar relation in which 
that nation, as ſuch, ſtood to God; ſo far ſatisfies 


[ 39 1 | 
me, chat I ſhall not inſiſt on what he argues from 
thence, To Matt. 8. 12, 1g. 38. and Rom. 4. 11. 


be alſo refers; but theſe paſſages having been con- 


fidered in a prior converſation, I proceed to what 
appears to be of more conſequence ; namely. The 
Houſholds that are ſaid to be baptized, we may con- 
fider the relation of theſe facts, as an hiſtorical ac- 
compliſhment of the above words of St. Peter. 
The promiſe is to you and to jour children, &c. 
The writer of the Ads informs us, that when 
Lydia and the jailor at Philippi, were baptized, 
their houſholds, that is, their children were ber- | 
tized with them,” 

Evan. Are theſe the exat tends of Mir. S. * 

Hon. Les. 

Evan. If not, I ſhould probably: 1. charged 
you with a groſs miſtake, in ſaying, the writer of 
the AQs informs us, that the children of Lydia, 
and of the gaoler, were baptized with them, Thete 
is not the leaſt intimation of any children being in 
their houſholds, and conſequently none of their 
being baptized. I have, myſelf, lately baptized 
one whole houſbold, and all the younger part of 
another; yet you will not infer from thence, that 1 
baptized infants. 

Hon. The houſhold of Stephanus was how 
tized by the Apoſtle Paul; it is very unlikely that 
three houſholds ſhould be without children. 

Evan. Very unlikely”-—So, then, the right of 
infants to baptiſm, a poſitive ordinance of Jeſus 


Chriſt, is to reſt upon conjeRure ! Feeble baſis, in- 


deed ! But why fo very unlikely? I am of opinion 
that if you were to go from houſe to houſe, through 
this town, you would'find a majority of the fami- 
lies, without any children in them ſo young as to 
be, on that account, incapable of giving n 


18 5 


evidence of converting grace. I am certaiu it is fo | 


in the neighbourhood in which we now are. Why, 


| then, ſhould it be thought unlikely chat three ſuch | 


families ſhould be found in ſacred hiſtory ?' Or 


that, at a time of ſuch an outpouring of the ſpirit 
as then attended the miniſttation of the word, ſome 


whole families ſhould be ſpiritually born at onee ? 


We look ſot thet time when a a NATION ſhall de en _ 


a day. 


Hon. lese are not abbbe tw > prove that cher were 


no infams in thoſe families. 


Evan. Suppoſing I were not. what then? Mafithe | 
rightof infams to baptiſm neceſſarily follow ? This is a 


very different mode of reaſoning, from that uſed by 


| an inſpired writer. Heb. 7. 14. Of which tribe 
Moſes: pate nothing concerning the priefihood: "The = 


Apoſtle argues the excluſion of the tribe of Judah 
— the prieſthood; not from expreſs prohibition, 
or ſpecifically excluſive narration ; but from nwthing 


r been ſpoken by the Legiſlator concerning 2 | 


So, in the matter before us. II nothing be ſpoken, 

(which is certainly the fact) relative to the right of 
infants to baptiſm; it is, conſequently, without any 
divine warrant, I will add. if it could be proved 
that there were infants in vithet of the before-men- 
tioned families; ſtill it would not, even then 
follow, that they were baptized; for it is neither 
_ uncommon, nor unſcriptural, for a houſe or houſ- 
hold to be repreſented as doing that which the pro- 


per ſubjects did; though not every individual in 


the family: Thus i it is faid, 1 Sam. 1. 21. That 


the man Elkanak and Ak is nous, went up, to . 


fer unto the Lord the yearly ſacrifice. Yet, we after - 


wards find, that neither _ child WN nor r Han- 7 


nah TY 1 went _ 
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Hon. 1 wiſh, however. to examine, what was 
"1 the ſtate of the houſholds referred to, if any thing 
from the ſacred pages can be admitted that will. 
throw any light on the ſubject. 2 

- Evan, With reſpec to N 1 hes * there 
is not the leaſt intimation of her being a married 
woman. Nay, the contrary is ſtrongly implied, in 
the manner ſhe is ſpoken of as the head of the houſe. 
She was beſides, for the purpoſes of trade at a diſ- 
tance from the uſual place of her abode. And 
when the Apoſtle afterwards entered her houſe, it is 
laid that he comforted the brethren. It ſhould ſeem, 
therefore, that her family confiſted of perſons pro- 
perly denominatede brethren, and who were ca- 
pable of being comforted, - From all theſe circum- 
| Nances, the probability, to ſay the leaſt, is againſt 
there being any infants in her family, Relative to 
the jailor and his houſhold, we are g inſormed that 
Paul and Silas ſpake-unto him and io ALL THAT WERE 
IN MIS HOUSE, and he rejoiced BELIEVING IN GOD | 
WITH ALL HIS HOUSE, Nothing but fondneſs for a 
particular hypotheſis could induce any perſon io 
ſuppoſe. that thoſe men are e to in- 


fans. 
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Ot the houſhold 70 e we vega that has 
were the firſt jruits of Achaia. In other words, thoſe 
in that couniry whom God had been. graciouſly 
pleaſed firſt to call by the miniſtry of the word there. 


Weare further. told, that they addicled themſelves ia 


the miniſiry of the Saints: Such houſholds we ſhould 
be happy to baptize, and receive into our churches. 
On the whole, nothing appears from the ſcripture 
account of thoſe houſholds, that lays any founda- 
tion for the practice of infant baptiſm. mo 
Hon, What I have mentioned is, I believe; the 
whole of what Mr. S. produces from the hiſtory of 


By: SW 
the Apoſtles, to ſappoit infute baptir There ate 
however, ſome reflections in his third chapter, which 
I wiſh to be notice. 
Hon. He ſays, that“ An Antipedobaptiſt family 
is a ſingular houſhold, The father and mother 


have Teceived the ſeal of God's covenant, but with ⸗ | 


hold it from their children. Their offspring remain - 
unmarked as the lambs of Chriſſ's flock and children 
of his kingdom; and unſealed as the children of 
the tovenant of grace; and, in à religious ſenſe; 
with reſpect to ſuch connections, and as far as their 
parents power can reach, they neither belong to 
God's church in Earth or Heaven. This is a treat- 
ment of children by their parents, that merits very 
ſerious reflections.“ What ſay you, Sir, to this. 
Evan. I ſay, that unleſs Mr. S. can prove that 
the children of Chriſtians are, as ſuck; in the cove- 
nant of grace; that baptiſm is a ſeal of that cove- 
nant; that it is a mark by which children are diſ- 
tinguiſhed as the lambs of Chriſt's flock ; or that 
they are at all benefited by it; (which I am ſatisfied 
he never can do) that it is all empty declamation, 
and can only influence young and weak perſons (to 
uſe his own phraſeology) who are incapable of diſ- 
tinguiſhing declamation from argument. 
Hon. The faith that is neceffary ſor baptiſm in 
adults, Mr. S. ſays, Is only the faith of proſeſ- 
fion ;”” and; no more than a belief in certain 
propoſitions reſpecting Chriſt. Such a profeſſional 
faith was all that was neceſſary to become a Chriſ- 
tian, or to be received into a viſible. church. 
Evan. The faith which ſhould precede baptiſm, is 
that faith which is connected with ſalvation. This 
is evident from Mark 16. 16. He that believeth, and 
is baptized,” ſhall be 8avep. A credible profeſſion of . - 


DT. 1 
this faith is what the miniſters of Clift are to te- 
quire, prior to baptiſm, Thus Philip o the Eu- 
nuch: If thou believe with ALL THINE, HEART, thou 
mare. With rug nearT man beligvethuntg righteouſ- 
ge. Rom. 10. 10. The idea, that a mere aſſent 
to certain propoſitions reſpecling Chꝛiſt. and a merely 
proſeſſional faith, are all that is neceſſary. to he- 
come 2 Chriſtian, or to be receiyed in 15 the viſible 
urch, is in my apprehenſion big w 
independent of the controverſy about baptiſm, I am 
ceiely ſorry ta ſee ut propagated, where I truſt 
experimental religion, has been much inſiſled on and 
cheriſhed. : 
4 Simon Magus was baptized without ſaving 
th. 
Evan, True. He hypocritically profeſſed that a 
Laith to which he was a firanger ; being in the gall 
of bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniguit. Hypocrizes 
way impoſe on the miniſters and churches of Chriſt, 
ſo as to get admiſſion, to all = external privileges 
of the church; but it by no means follows, that 
they have a legal right, either to baptiſm, or the 
Lord's Supper. When their hypocriſy, is diſcoyered, 
Ls, are. to be cjefted ; 25. doubileſs, Simon Magus 


__ 66 If it were a i faich, or, the faigh of 
og heart,” that is neceſſary to baptiſm ; there muſt 

more chan inſpired men to miniſter baptiſm truly; 
inſpired men having been deceived in adminiftring 
| the ordinance, if things are as you ſay. | 

Evan, Where a credible. profeſſion of repentance 
towards God, and of faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
. Chriſt, is made, the Chriſtian miniſter is. autho- 
rized to baptize the ſubject, without aſſuming to 
himſelf the prerogative of ſearching the heart. at 
we ate (in, common I Mr brethren) liable to be 


by 


dange. - 


» 


TO 341 
deceived by hypocgiins we know. But are we, 
thence to infer, that we are to have no regard to 
experimental religion, in candidates for baptiſm and 
church fellowſhip ; but That a7 bart pfoſeſſion of a 
notional faith in ſome ſcripture facts is all we are to 
look for? Rather, ſurely, the exiſtence of ſuch 
awful caſes ſhould put us the more on our guard. 
leſt we ſhauld unhappil encourage carnal gonſi- 
dente in thole "who, are Aeſſtate of that elſcntial 
change of heart, without which na mau can ſee 
the kingdom « of God. a8 
Hon. Bit, then, vou zie e liable t to put the ſeal of | 
God to blanks, as, well as your opponents, 
Evan. We do not pretend to put the ſeal. of God 5 
to any perſons, | T0 ſeal perſons i is God's, wor „ not 
ours ; and'it is effected, 1 8 baptiſm, but by the 
ring work 0 of his ſpirit, upon the. heart, . pb. 7 
1 0 | 
| on. 1 hall not trouble you. farther, at pr | 
It is time for me to withdraw. 5 | 
| Evan. I will not detain y you Joes than jag to 
obſerve; that the Ads of the Apoltles contain a 
hiſtory of p frimitive Chriſtians and Churches, for 
about by years: and yet your author has not 
been able to produce a fiogle example af the practice 
he contends for throughout the whole af it. This 
is firange, indeed 11 if as he ſu; poles, infant bap- 
b EIN Str. | 
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N 1 er Wia on 7 tirpe ha patience ar, 
friend, by my ey e viſils or converſation 

on the ſubjed of baptiſm.” We ſhall,” however, be, 
likely ſoon to come to acloſe, fo lar rp feſpecis the 5 
proper fubjects of the ordinance. In the Fourth, 


Letier of Mr. 8 he pro . to con der what 


appears in the Epiſtolary writings, o f the Yew, Cele, 


tament in favour of. intants right 40 Fhp peck! Prove, 


'"Evan." The right of | infants e * 1 privi., 
Teges, and conſequently to baptiſm,” Wha church 
Privileges does Mr. S. admit iötedis 10, or Fel 
they enjoy, above the. children of 'Bappilt parents ? 
merely nominal faith, and. an' 1 church re- 


lation, it a rs to me, .are — Let | 
however en what 'be ſay; 8. | eg, mal * | 
Hon. He relers to Rom. 11 | « There the e ' Apoſ-. 
tle treats of the church. of Gd 6; un er y 8 9 9 44 
of a good olive tree. The root is Abraham; - the; 
flock Ilaac and Jacob; the Jewiſh people are the. 


branches of the tree; 'the whole tree js denomina 


holy, from its covenant relation to Abraham, as. 
the believing and circumciſed root of thele branches, 
By the cha ge made when the church became Chriſ- 
tian, there was no alteration in the root of the tree. 
The grafting of Gentiles into this tree, was by a 


profeſſion of faith, and by baptiſm, both of believers 


and their houſbolds, By this 5 obtained * 


All this is very 


ES} 


10 bolineſs, and becatpe, ie children uf de care, 
nant, and ok the kingdom of God, | 
Een I have carefully. read. the chapter, a | 
cannot find either infants,” ar baptiſm ſo much as 
once mentioned in it. This is firangea indeed if 
the Apoſtle intended io aſſert their right to baptiſm. | 


| By the good Olive Tree, the Apoſtle does got. in my; 


1 7 the national church of che Jes: 
but a ſpecial. people among them. .whom.God, fore= 


| knew, "(Verſes 2) 4 remnant, accordmg ia the dletlion. 


95 krraz MWerſe 8,) 1 and by. Faith Verſe 2p). 

hat he has in view; js, evidently, to caution be 
Wai Gentiles againſt; ſelf, exaltation; ſrom the 
privileges they enjgyed and againſt deſpifiug, or 


comemprucul]y treating the Jews. Io this end, he 


argues, that the church of God bad: been formerly 


_ confined to them; that the election of. grace. had i in 


mel. ages been fo ound principally among them; that 

e then preſent time, notwithſtanding. the undes 
lief and rejection af ihe bulk, of the nation, there 
was a remnant. of the eled ampng them, who werg 
called by Divine Grace: and. embraced the 'Goſpel.: 
Thoſe, the Apoſile denominates forſt. frets; 5, and 
couſiders their converßon as at earneſt o f the accom - 
pliſhmenr of divine purpoſes in the converſion. of that. 
people in the latter day further; conſiders thoſe bleſs 


| hogs which ehe believing Gentiles, enjpyed, as flowing, 


to themin the ling of Abraham; whom he therefore re- 


pre ſents as the root that bore them, and of whom, he 


{aps ellewher, 4s concerning. the ce cov 
Fra to the Apolile's defign, as 


before ſlated. But what it has to do with the ſup- 
poled right of wan to bapfiſm, 1 caungt con- 
ceive. 2 
Hon. But "if you condi! the chapter, together, 
with 1 Cor. J. 11. For the. unbelieving huſband, 
is ſanctified by t the 


believing wife, and the unbe- 


E — oy —_ — 


Wo. „„ „ 
— — — _ 
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ts ig: 
hela Mile 1s e the believing Bulband: 


_ elſewhere your chiſdren unclean. but now are they 
n=: bb you wg Lan fee mene tn more con- 


Wy 852 Mf. S. 1 Know. I Flows thoſe paſs 


ſages," us If "they weir eloſely conntfed,' They, 
however, ſiot only ſtand' in different epiſtles. but 
were written with a view tb" different" ſubjefs.— 


Therefore, to argue from ehem as if they flood in 
| connected chain, is but to dewilder and — 


Hos. Mt. S: ſays, * The profeſſional Ablineſs 


enjoyed by the branches of the good olivetice, was 
deemed kacken to ſanAily the children: 6f a be- 


Tieving man or Woman who was Mar ffed to an un- 


believes, Of heacheß; J far zs to pive'the chien 


a "Foc 


ro bapiifm add church privitege, 2 Tas 
How does this appear? F 
Hon. * They are holy ; Har is keuneckes „ih 
the Chriſiian patent, in covenant relation'to God.“ 
Evan.” If the children ate Jaid to be kily, the u- 


55 believing arent is ſaid, to be fant? ified, or made 


holy. Therefore; if the right of the children to 


| baptiſm and church privileges, he inferred from the 


ufe of the term Foly the Tight of the onelieving 
parent mull be inferred too. The ſenſe in which 


_ any ſingle tert is uſed b auy writer, in any 1 
cular connection, muſt certainly be beſt 4757 
by examining what: was che defi git of the writer in 
; that comnedion. 50 


Hon." Wat 30 you' fu opel to be 665562 the 


Apoſtle has in view, I \ the rext under confidets 


arion ? © 
Evan, Not the kiel of children to biptifar arid 


x Sore ileges, about which there is not the feaſt 
line 


in the whole comext: bur the lawfulneſs 


of t chering men or Wwoithelt Ee in the mar- 


l 


riage relation with their yet, unbelieving huſbands: or 
wives, See from verſe, 12. wo 16, Jf any brothen- 


hath a” wile that belicvath not, and ſhe be pleaſed 10 . 
duell with him; LET MN Nor rr ts Wav, &. 


Their mutual contrad had ſo ſanQified them i each 


other, as to render their matrimonial commerce 


lawful, notwithſtanding the converſion of one panty, 
and the remaining unbelief of the ather. . The 
Apoſtle adds, elſe were , z0ur children unclean; (thall 
is, baſtards) but now are they help , that 18 legiii- 
mate, as heing the fruit of lawful union. 

Hon. Mr. S. ſays, This is darkening the. fenſe | 
of a moſt plain text of ſcrjpcure. : The parents are 
denominated huſband and wife; and in ſoch a eaſe | 
we were in' no want of an Apoſile to inform us, 
whether the children were illegitimate or not. But 
it was a matter of moment to be aſſured, in what 
relation the children of ſuch parents food to the 


_ church; that is, whether the parents ſhould be fo 


bleſſed. to each other, as to. entitle their childton to 
the privileges of the church: And it is with pleas 
ſure we find, To divine mandate, tha they: ace 
entitled to th 

Evan, Mr. 8. chen, ſees that plainly n 
in the text, of which I cannet diſcern the ſmalleſt 


trace. He can diſcern a divine mandale for the ad- 


miſſion of children, where there is no mandaie at all 
relpeRing them; but only a kmple declaration con- 


Cermning their ſtate. 


The obſervation of Mr. 8. That the parents. oY 


| denominated buſband and wife; and in ſuck a caſe 


we were in no want of an Apoſtle to inform us 
whether the children were illegitimate or not; is 


| very weak. For it is evident ſome of the Corin- 
thians thought, that the converſion of one party to 


the. Chain faith, rendered the cominuance of the 


(wi 


| matelnlbetet' conneRio n' wich the other, zesse 
an Heathen, unlawful. "Conſequently," t that it dife 
fol ved it. Whatever, therefore, we may wank, it is 
plain that they wanted the teſtimony of an inſpired 
Apoftle to fatisfy them that the relation, and the 
obligations arifing from it. ſtill e aud that 
the fruit of it was legitiniate. © 
Hon. It is remarkable, that in "the [evil ex 
bortations Which are . in che Epiſtles to the 
childten of believers, ere is not one hint to be 
found, expreſſing any deſire 'for them to ſeek to be 
"baptized. that they might enjoy full church privi- 
leges with their parents. 
Evan. It is at leaſt 'as yemarkable; 800 on the 
principles of Mr. S. I think, much more ſo, that 
che children of believers ate never, as fach, ex- 
horted* to come to the Lord's Table. If, there- 
fore, from the ſilence of the ſcripture i in the one 
caſe, he can infer infant baptiſm ; from the ſame 
filence, in the other, he ought to infer, infant com- 
munion. To me, however, there appears nothing 
remarkable in either caſe ; they not having any right 


as the children of believing parents, either to the one 


erdinance or to the other. When called by divine 
grace, they are included in all the directions and 
exhortations, reſpefting thoſe ordinances, given to 


SE penitent ſinners, who believe in the Lord Jeſus, 


Hon. 1 have not much more to ſay on this part 
of the ſubject. Iwould obſerve, however, that the per- 
| ſons addreſſed by John 1 Epiſt. 2. 11, 12.) as little 
children, are conſidered by Mr. S. as children in 
PVears, and as making a part of the church. Theſe 

little children are ſaid to know the father, and to 
have their fins forgiven them. From thence he infers 
| that they had been baptized in their infancy; for 
forgiveneſs of fins, and illumination of mind, were 


TAY. © 
generally attacked, 10 Wee in the piimire 
times,” 3 
Evan. To REY leg ths ate even . men V | 
| times carried;/-by a. fondneſs for hypotheſis! To 

ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle intends any perſons, not 
really the ſubjects of converting grace, whatever their 
age might be,. by thoſe to whom he ſays, Te have 


| known the Father. Hur fins are ſorgiuen,. —is abſurd. 


And to ſuppoſe them ſo addreſſed, merely becauſe 
they had been, either ſprinkled, or immerled, in 
their infancy, is trifling with immortal coucerus iu 
an awful. manner, indeed! The Baptiſts are fre- 
quently charged with lay ing an undue ſtreſs on the 
ordinanceeef baptiſm, and with an intempèrate zeal 
for ii. But what would you have thought, if you 
had heard me talk of the Jorgiveneſs of fins, and illumi- 
uation of mind, as ATTACHED 10 baptiſm 3 and of 
perſons baptized being, on that account, to be ** ad- 
| yy as veſted with the P of remiſſion of 

ſins?” 
Hon. 1 ſhould have thought you juſtly: W ä 
ble, as putting an external rite in the room of the 
blood of Jeſus, and the work of the Spirit of God. 
But though N do not go thoſe lengths, yet, does 
not your conduct in refuſing all but thoſe of your 
_ own ſect a place at the Lord's e . give juſt oc= 
caſion for a ſerious. charge of bigotry ? 6 | 
Evan. No: at leaſt, not on the principles of Mr. 
8; who evidently conſiders baptiſm as an initiating 
ordinance i into the church of Chriſt. Conſequently, 
no unbaptized perſon; however worthy of eſleem in 
other reſpects, can have a right to the ſpecial privi- 
leges of the church. The. enquiry, then, is, what is 
_ baptiſm? Not now to inſiſt on the mode, (which 1 
ſuppoſe you intend as the ſubject of ſome, ſuture 
. Es ins we Dd eſſential t to: tha EP 


— a 
— 


Fart 


on Chrid) 5 baptiſm, that it be the. perſon” s own 


act; and fo the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God. We believe, not only, that our bleſſed Lord 
has inflituted two poſitive ordinances ; but that he 
has alſo 'appointed' baptiſm to precede the Lord's 
Supper. We do not think ourſelves at liberty to 
diſpenſe with the order appointed by our 'Lord; or 


to ſubſtitute an invention of men in the room af an 


ordinance of his. Conſequently, though we eſteem 


and love all who bear the image of our common 
Lord, yet we dare not admit them to the ſpecial-pri- 


vileges of a ceniiregaied church, except in his own 


| Hon. 1 do not recollect any thing more in the 


pamphlet of Mr. S, relative to the proper ſubjects of 


baptiſm. of i e 8 to call for particular 
diſcuſſion. 2 
Evan. Does not my friend, Honeſtds, feel a want 

of concluſive evidence, demonſtrating the right of 
infants to baptiſm ? Has any thivg been produced, 
except far fetched, intricate, inconclufive reaſonings, 
and mere conjectures ? Are theſe ſufficient to ſalis- 
fy the ferious enquirer after the truth, relpecting a 
poſitive ordinance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? / 

Hon. I cannot ſay that I am ſatisfied with the 
evidence he produces. 

Evan. The way to obtain rod njalabtion, reſpe&= 
ing the proper ſubjects of baptiſm, is to attend to 
what the ſacred ſcriptures fay in direct reference to 
that ordinance. Permit me, before we part, to ſet 


- that before you, ſo far as relates to the proper ſub- 


| 2 Matt. 958.6 7. 8. n ax abc t6f 
| the: perſons baptized by John the Baptiſt. ' Then” 
went our lo him — and all Fudea, and all the 
"__—_ round. about Rte lh and were baptized of him 


[6s] 
in Jordan conrzssN Tui sis, But when he. 
ſaw many of the Phatiſees and Sadducees come to his 
baptiſm, e ſaid unto them, O0 generation of wipers, who 
hath warned. jou to: flee from the wrath to come? Brin 
forth, therefore fruits meet for repentance, and think 25 
10 ſay within ae, we. have Abraham" to our 

Father, ec. e OA 
In this account, chere rs no Jockin of ny 
rifaines: being baptized; but tather that the peifons 
baptized by John, were ſuch as attended his miniſi. 
try perfons who: profeſſed repentance, and whoſe 
profeſſion was credible. For where the illuſtrious 
Baptiſt had reaſon to doubt its ſincetĩty, he reſuſed 
to baptize the perſons. The plea of carual deſcent, 
even from Abraham himſelf, was rejected by him, 
But if baptiſm had come in the room of cirtumcĩ- 
ſion, as Mr. S. maintains, deſcent from Abraham 
would have been a valid plea. Ia the hole of 
this firſt account of baptiſm. you : cannot but fee, 
that there is nothing in favour of the baptiſm of in- 
fants; but that all the oe CE make  irongly 
a in! Wk? 0. 5 

Correſpondent with the a0 relation: by Mat- 
tber, is. the occount given by John. They came aud 
were bapined of him, Joh 3. 35. ng the ſame 
| bapitzeth and all u come unte Verſe 26, 
In Joh 4. 1. we read of out 3 baptizibng, by 
his diſciples. Mien therefore the Lord knew how the 
| Phariſees had heard that Feſus ans and baptized more 
diſcipies than ohn. Tue perſons bapuzed were 
diſciples ; not dilcipted by baptiſin, but firſt made 
diſciples. That is, inftruQed, by teaching, in the 
leading principles of the kingdom of God, ard then 
| baptized, | i 
Per iectiy agreeable to the condud of our Lord 
and ot his lorerunner, 6 the eee he gave 

2 i 


— 


1 


to his difeiples after his reſurreQion.. Go 3e, theres 
Wo and teach all nations, baptixing them in the name 
of the, Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Matt 28. 19. Go e into all the world. and proach 
the Goſpel unto every creature. He that belteveth and 
(5 b. Hired. ſhall be ſaved. &c,. Markj16. 16. 16. Theſe 
paſſages we have had occaſion to notice before. 1 
hall, therefore, only remark: that our Lord's com 
- miſſion. .as illuſtrated by the conduct of dwinely 
inſpireck men, is, with reſpect to baptiſm, out only 
Marrant and zule. That the commiſſion, makes no 
diſtinction relative tea different kinds ol ſubjects, | 
infants. and adults. but that. it reſpe&s the ſubjects 
of baptiſm, in general. ; Theſe are defcribed as 
taught; as having. heard the. Goſpel, lo as to believe: „„ 
For che baptiſm of ſuch, aud only ol. fuch, we have 
from. the commiſſion; a divine wartant. I would 
here remind, you of a paſſage ar two ip lacred writ. 
For inſtance: : Add thou not unto his words, le he re- 
prove thee, and thou be found. @ liar. Piov. 30. 6. 
In vain do they worſhih me. teaching. for do&/ ines, 
the commandments of men. Matt. 15. 9. Conſonant 
with the commiſſion and example of the Divine | 
Maſter, was the conduct of his faithful ſervants; 
On the day of Peniecoſt. Peter boldly-.preached 
Jeſus to the, aſſembled. people. They heard. were 
prickets in their heart, and cried out. what ſtall we 
do.? Then, Peter ſaid unto hem, Repent-and be bap- 
_ tired every one of vou, in the name of Jeſus Chrift, for 
the remiſſion of fins, and ye ſhall receive the git of the 
Holy Ghoſt. For the promiſe is to you. aud 10 your 
children (r poſterity) and io all that are afar ff. cum. | 
to as many as the Lord our God ſhall call. Then they 
that gladly received his word, were baptized, Kc. - 
Acts 2. g8—qi. Preaching, accompanied with 
the heart-ſearching power of the Holy Ghoſt, pre- 
pede” baptiſm, el who were pricted in their 
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heart, 1 who gladly received the TO are the 4. ä 
ſeribed lubjects of baptiſm; nor is there the leaſt in- 


+. 'timation of any other perſons being admitted to that 


ordinance} The argument of Mr. S from a part 
of this context, has been be fore conſidered, and 
therefore need not now to be repeated. © | | 
Wen perſecution diſperſed the diſciple from £ 
Jeruſalem. they that were ſcattered abroad, went 
every where, preaching, the word. Philip went 
down io Samaria, and preached Chriſt to them. 
The people heard with attention, and received the 
word in ſaith! and wich great joy; and when they f 
believed Philip preaching. the things a the 
kingdom of God, and the name of | Feſus woo hw 
tere baptized both” nen and women. Ads 3. 12. 
Here. again, agreeably' to the commiſſion,” reach- 
ing preceded faith ; and faith preceded bapti In 
ſpeaking of the ſubjeQs baptized, the inſpired bif- | 
torian expreſsly mentions: both men and women,— 
How natural for him to have added, with their 
children,“ had it been the fact? and thus. by a > 
faithful narration he would have prevented a con- 
troverſy which has been maintained for ages. He 
notices children on an occaſion far leſs important, 
Acts 21. 5. In the ſame chapter we have an ac- 
count of the baptiſm of the Ethiopian Eunuch,— 
Philip preached to him Jeſus. © The word being ac= 
companied with enlightening and heart renewing 
grace ; coming to a certain' water, he eagerly aſks, 
What doth hinder me to be baptized ? Philip faid, 1 
thou believeſt with all thine' heart, thou mapyeſt. 
| profeſſion of faith. yea; of ' heart faith, and you 
| know that with the heart man believeth unto rigbt- 
eouſneſs) was poſitively required prior to baptiſm, - 
The ſolemn profeſſion was made; he was ba Lized ; 
and he went on his way rejoicing. Acts 8. 399. 
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| Perfedly, conſonant with the examples already men- 
tioned; is the caſe of Cornelius, of his kiaſmen, 


| rag: of his friends. To them Peter preached peace 


by 7«</us Chr who 13 Lord of all. Tlie word was 


pwned, and leſſed of God to them... Their hearts 


were purified by fauth ; and the Holy Ghoſt fell on 


them which, heard the- -word, 1 hen anſwered Peter, 


can any. man forbid water, that theſe ſhould not be bayi- 
bined who: have recetwed the Holy 4 as well as we ? 


And le commanded them to, be baptiꝛed in the, name of 


the Lord Jeſus Acts 49, 36.—48>, The caſe of 
5 Lydia, and of the Jailor, has, been already conſidered. 

| perle confiltency with, the abaye, the ſame 
jap writer relates the, ſuccels of. Pauls mipiltry 


at oxinth, when he ſays, Aud many of the. | cor inthiaus 


| hears believed and. wers bapined. 


At. Epbeſus, Paul found certain diſciples hd 
had been bapuzed by John. to Whom he ſaid; Joln 
verily baptized with the baptiſm of Tepentance, ſa ing 
un lo the people that they ſhould belitve on him that ſhoulid 


come alter, ham, that: 13, on, Chriſt Fefus When they 


heard this, lie, Were bat taxed. in the name of. the Lird 
5 us. Acts 19. 455 Mr S refers. io this pal- 
age. to prove, that John s bapuſm,. and Chriſtian 
baptiſm, were different ; ſuppoſing thole per ſons 0 

have been rebaptized by Paul. To me the fa ap- 
pears to have been otherwile. Ihe verſes which I 
have quoted, contain Paul's narration of what was 
done under [okn's miniſtry. Ii is not till the follow- 


ing ve le, that the action of Paul himſelf is related: 


And when Paul had. laid. his hands upou them, & In 
this paſſage Jobn's baptiſm is called, The Bapiuſm of 
Repentance. Infants, therefore, could not be ihe ſub- 
jects of it. We do not expect repentance of them, 
Thoſe whom be baptized. were penitent inc 


and whom he directed to Nele Chriſt. 


i 


[4] 
Theſe are, if I miſtake not, all the examples of 
baptiſm, recorded in the Ads of the Apoſties. You" 
ſee, that they uniformly prefent us with' the idea of 
teaching, and of a ctedible profeſſion of faith: nor 
is there the leaſt intimation of pay deviation} ne, 
not in a ſingle inſtance. 

Bear with me, my frif&nd. while I add! The ends 
deſigned to be anſwered by baptiſm, are ſuch as 
neceſſarily exclude infants,” Baptiſm was not in- 
tended: to make perſons '** members of Chriſt, the 

. © children of God, and heirs of the kingdom of 
'l _* heaven,” No; that is effected by nothing ſhort 
of the ſovereign and efficacious grace of God. But it 
is deſigned, firſt, as a ſolemn act of ſacred worſhip, 
expreſſive of faith in, and a reverential regard to the _ 
Holy Trinity. Bapttzing them in the name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son. and of the Holy Ghoſt, Agreeably 
to which the Apoſtle ſays to the Galatians ; As many 
' of you as have been baptized into Chrift, have put on 
Chriſt, Gal. g. 27. That is, you have put him on 
in a way of folemn profeſſion. You have in baptiſm, 
| profeſſed your faith in him, and nen N in 
his ſervice. | 
- _ Secondly, As an n of faith in the death, "i 
burial, and reſutrection of our bleſſed Lord; and = 
as an emblem of our death to fin, and of our riſing 
again to newneſs of life, Rom, 6, 4, 5. Col. 2. 12, 
Of all which, Infants are incapable; and are there= 
fore, improper ſubjects, 
Thirdly, It is faid to be, in the perſon baptized, 
Ihe anſwer of a good con ſcience towards God. But 
how this can be applicable to Infants, who have no 
conſciouſneſs of the matter, I cannot conceive. Thoſe, 
whoſe conſciences are ſprinkled with the blood-of 
Chriſt; whoſe hearts are purified by faith; who diſ- 
cern their duty, and do from love obey ; to them, 


A N 


48 50 | 
and they -only, can taps be. the ee of i a giod | 


 eonſcience towards God. 


Hon, I muſt confefs myſelf e chat peni- 


tent ſinners, who believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt are 


the only proper ſubjects of Baptiſm ; and that the 
miniſters of Chriſt have no authority to baptize any 


but thoſe who make a crediMe profeſſion of thoſe 
things, Conſequently, that the -— 5g of Infants 


has no warrant from the word of God. - 

I ſhall requeſt your attention to e * been 
faid reſpeQing the mode: but this muſt be at ſome 
other dime. us or F the FOE 1 bid you? 1 


64 1 p 
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len, 11 now duft es 760 „ 2 TY 
Evangelicus. to what Mr. S. has ſaid relpecking the 
mode of baptizing; about which, he ſays . there 
has been à great waſte of time and zeal,” ' 

Evan. It ſeems. however, that he was willing as 
increaſe that waſte, by contributing his portion to 
ward it. Bur what, in che scccuft of Mr. 8. is 
bapeiſits? . 

Hon. „The uſe of "TO in hs tame of che 
Holy Trinity Whether the ſubjec̃t be plungedd i in, 
or waſhed, or ſprivkled wick” water. i is is equally 
Chriſtian Baptifm. . hah 85 

Evan,” One adtxilifirator,- chen, may erte in 
water, in the name of the Holy Trinity; for it i 
allowed to be Chriſtian Baptiſm. Another may chufe 
to pour water on the head. A third to ſp rinkle te 
face. A foutth, perhaps, may cheoſe to ſprinkle the 
breaſt, or knees, ox toes, Nc. and yet any of thoſe 


acts, it ſliould ſeri according to our author, muſt = 


be Chriſtian Baptiſm too. Can you really believe, 

that the divine Legiſtator has inffituted' at ordi- 
nance, the manner of performit which, is ſo ex- 
ceedingly vague 7 Ot is it #' fadt that the ending 
ann inthis ſolertitt Divine Lai, is fo very ariibiger= 

ous? 

Har, The true medning of the ena8ing term. 
laptirei mult certainly be of great importance itt this 
controverſy. Can _ give the ary infortticion on 
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that ſubject? Mr. S. I muſt confeſs, appears to me 


to evade it, in a manner that does not pleaſe me. 


Evan. I will give you that information in the 


words of Pedobaptiſſs hemſelves; from whom the 
force of evidence has 15 


praclicſqce. 
Luther, the great reformer, thus ee e 


The term Baptiſm is a Greek word, It. may be ren- 


dered a dihbing. when we dip ſomething into water, 
that! i it · may be entirely covered with water. And 
though that cuſtom be, quite aboliſhed; among the 
generality, (for neither, doyhey. aneelg, dip children, 


but only. ſprinkl 3 them with a little water) neverthe- 


leſs, they ought. to be wholly immerſed, and preſently. 
drawn out again, For the etymology of the word 


ſeems to , require it / In Dr, Du Veil, on Acts 8, 38. 


Ibe laborious and; learned Calvin Jays; „„The 
word Baptize, ſignißes to, immerle, and the ite ol ; 


immerſion was oblerved in the ancient church. Be bo, 


Diodati: . Baptized. vi. plunged in water, in 
i buptiſny; being dip ped in water, according to, the 


ancient cfremony. e an Matt. 3, 6. Rom. 
6.7471 1115 71 * Dc. a, A '} (202) TO18 v7 THUOWY 57 4 
„ Wulus, 64 It cannot = 3 that. the, word | 


Battem, and irs Sq is to plunge, to dip. 

J Llelect theſe from numerous other teſtimonies 55 
the ſame,natyre, þecauſe they are the teſtimonies of 
men, KR character and writings, ..I know, you 
15 hly andijuſtly eſteem. To them 1 will add the 
ny ol a cglebrated modern critic, Principal 


Cengbel. , The word. Babtirein, both in ſacred 


authors, and claſſical, ſignifies 20 dib, to plunge, 10 
NE and was, endered by, Tertullian, the oldeſt 
at 


0 She WHEN, e an. I is always con- 


11 


ed ain je conceſſions 
in favour of truth, though contrary to their own + 


tin Fathers, tingere, the, term uſed. for dying 


1 = 
tabl e . Notts, cen 15 0 

| e His = ation” of t Wc 

II. page 360. Theſe" declatations u 10. 13 

tent Judges. Who: were emiſelyes” n 1157 contrar ; 

practice muſt. fure rely, be deemed deciſive, n Al 

that I have read off he lub ge Which as not en 

inconfidefable!” F never "= h1 | Het Wi An e exams | 

ple of the uſe of vr. feck term. Produced” roo 


either ſacred or * 48 ek ab 50 Whefenf I? 
mefſion- Av not e 1. W. fy oo" 


. — 5 Fa 5 255 Te 

N fo 
| ihſtarice he" r nas Giri 0 . Or. 
baptiſmis! ae it ib itt the original, "HD, Cage 


Evan Under the 120 eee 10 2 
vers baptiſins, dae Aae thi 7s, 
divers Gechſi5 f ; he bf. Peifor gfthepts Bb 1 
which the Ape fre there ulfüdes, i * : 
Bi Hon „Te Words of fPoR8, a: 1 wire you wit! 
vater; Pr be büseis NAT, wahre ige YH HD 
the'Holy Ghoſ! and wi 1 5 8 bf 55 = : 
| as in layoutrof dhe ' plicati pry of | 0 Ib 
lub jeck. laqnd,s Sf ll — 
van He nowst THE thi A Noe 
Une; / which is:, there uſed, al 0 wit 
much propriety bettanflated'F" with, AY the . 
actually is moſt uſually fo tetidefed by ou ant 
Jators, When uüſed in conheciôn wich WWE Jörg ib 
tize. His reaſoning, therefore, has w isn | 
learned 'Pedobaptiſt thus *Expre dis hit ebe _ 


tent. yon: tg 19 bet na” 170% 


„ Baptiſm in the Holy. Spirit; is f. Ad Jabs jog! 
the pare? Watets of the 2010 9 ft, of a rich FE, 
abundant -communicarion of Big gifts: Bs le ou 
whom\rhe\Holy*Spirir'is pdured vur, is, ds it were, 
iam red dude e Bapeiſmos en mY 2 8 in 
H 83 


t 57 * 


da 


rad into the Water. 1 15. Theol.: CY 40 
Hos. The e were baptized unto Moſes 
in the cloud apd in the iſe. Fo They walked on dry 
end while they were ſprinkled wilh rain from the 
; cloud, or with Water from the fea,” 5 10 51351 116 5 
van. So ſays My. S: 1 waters fromthe cloud 
as op the ſea ſpr kled the numerous hoſt, 
pailing hrough he mi wide . that was miracu: 
louſ] fly 0jened, for muſt have beev. much 
incommoded i in their —— and could ſrarcely with, 
ropricty have been ſaid ig have walked gn dry land. 
c of of the. term baptized, by ine Apoliley is 
Harte, The, 40 0 . they went down 


$ "SES EF EY 


ado Py, = 3 Were, gun king 
Wee in the cloud and in the ſeq. I hat hey 
| wer a at * is highty improba e 
| Our Lord ſays, * I have a baptiſm to be 
baptized wich, c. The- truth of theſe. words was 
fully ſet forth when Fo was, wet. with blogd, when: 
he ſweat in the garden, and when his. blood wag, 
poured from his wounds on the crols, He was not 
5 . in blood. ſuch an idea is nber müss abe 


Wee. The ſufferings pf. our Lord. are jth much 
more propriety repreſented by an immerſion in wa- 
ter, than by the ſprinkling - a few. draps of water on 
the face, I am 7 {lays David as his iy pe) inte dee 

24 0 where the e al. 69. 2. Deep: 
calkih unio Deep, at the note of thy muster hauts; all 
thy Ae and thy Ms baye gone ever me. Plal. 
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42.7. Aetds indeed immerſed in Wo Theft 
inſlances therefore. illuſtrate and confirm che nas 
tural) meaning of che word, as" ſignifying to im- 
Oe: {inſtead of proving the comraty, 

' Hon:: The'wambers baptized by John; and on the, 
a of Pentecoſt, are confidered by Mr 8. * ini 
miccal to ptunging as the made of ' baptiſm H 

could: ſuch numbers be baptized that Way, in ſo 
ſhore a time, without confuſionf How could they 
be piovided with ſoitable changes of | garinents, 
fo Ar 8 260.103 2 on 3199 

Han. If hiſtorie age are 40 be denied becauls 
of ſome ſuppoled ditficuky entendivg them there 
wilt be no knowing where to ſtop. The fact of 
Abraham circumciſſag bimiſelf, his Lon Iſhmael and 
all his male domeſtics He hack three hundred of 
them trained to war) in the ſelf ſame day: (Gen. 
1% 23) Or of Solemon's offering in ſacrifice 
twenty and tn thouſand onen, and eb husüreg and 
twenty thouſand ſheep, at the dedication of the 
temple; ( Chron. 7 3) might N. be in this 
manner denied, But, wich reſpect to thoſe bap- 
tized by John; no particular number is ſpecified, 
nor _ time mentioned in which they were bap-' 
tized. Relpecting the three thouſand. (mentioned 
AQs 2. 1 ) no way. neceſſarily follows,” from the 
words of the inſpired hiforian, that they were all 
baptized i in one day. Convinced of ſin; gladly re- 
ceiving the word. and cleaving. to the preachers of 
it, they might with propriety be ſaid to have been 
added to them, (that is io the number of the diſci- 
ples) though they had not all been baptized in the 
lame day. Hut ſuppoſing that- they were; yet, as 
there were twelve Apoſtles, and ſeventy diſciples 
dger⸗ ed to hens and e the . 


14 ] 
leaſt wink reſpect to ihe! adminiſtratots, totally 
vaniſſies. . With reſpect to change of raiment, as 
each perſon had but to provide for him: or herſelf. 
and that in a place here bathi gion rtligious ac- 
counts Was- ſo frequent as! 3 at a 
time hen, they badt:fayour,:;withall:the p 
(Va 47:) che difficulty could; not . 

Nor yould the difficulty he removed by a change 
of. made, A falemn ptoſeſſion of repentance and 
faith, which. requires2 much wpreitimeithanthe act 
of baptizing, beivg pre-requiſite to that act, and as 
the ſame form of words, mult have been prbnounged, 
there cguld be ſcarcely any difference iii point of 
time. IL might add, that: hiſtory gives us authentic 
accounts of greater numbers having been baptiaed 
in one day, hen the made moſt cenainky was in im- 

Jon. „e: mel lz offs of , ws eee 7 

Hon. We read thing; à change (of raiment; 
which yet, accprding bg mide; werte bows 
neceſſary. is woot Lt node 

Heaps Nox: 5 5 e uſed by: Abbe in 
that inſtance. of ;circumcifion, which {have already 
mentioned. It would have been inconſiſtent with 
the deſigned brevity, of the ſacredi hiſtorians, for them 
to have particularly, related ;circumſtances,%inecefia- 
rily uuderſtood withourtſuch: a particular varration. 
There are -howeyer, alluſions to the change of rai- 
ment, on thoſe ſolemn, accaſions ; which may, per- 
haps, ſall in our way to ars belore we have 
Gong with the leg Eisen nie, 106 9:8 

Hon. Mr., 8, repreſents;: Vi Bron bylplungig, | 

as terrifying. and indecent ; eſpecially in he: cale of 
women, and, as contrary to the mild; genius of the 
Chriſtian ieligion. I do vot think it en, 10 
5 uſe verbatim, his expreſſions, l art 
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- Evans; Nor do L. They ſauor — aiciine 
ſpirit of bigatrys. which he would charge upon his 


5 brethreu o/ differ rom him in this matter. to 


Poſitiye ordinances: ſrbm Goc lare not to be 
moulded according to he varjũng human notions of 
the agreeable and the decent I there be any thing 
in immerſion, ahat calls; for fille exerciſe of ſome 
ſelf-denial-3> if! is but agreeable to our Lord's. in- 
junction. 7 any man will be my diſciple'let him bx 
tamſclf and take up his croſs and follow me. Perſons;' 
without heſitation, bathe for. health or pleaſure;— 
Surely, then, the Chriſtian ſhould not heſitate to 
obey the command, and follow the example of Jeſus 
Chriſt. As. for: the charge of indecency, it is total 
groupdlel, Mr. S. probably never: ſaw a perſon 

ptized by immerſion; | / Ichave. baptized many, have 
attended at the baptizing of many more; and have 
never yet obſerved a ſingle circumſtance, that could 
give juſt oocaſion of offence to; the chaſteſt eye. On 
the contrary, thoſe opportunities have been found, 
by the, congregations, Jin ;genetal; i folemn/and- edify- 
ing zdaceampanied. I vilb venture to ſay, with an 
evident fulkþneps: -af; the ;graciavs::; promiſe which 
our Divine Maſter has beenpleaſed;to connect with 


' the commiſſion to: baptize; Lack;omjroith: you alunys, | 


even,unto the end o ile or id. li filing! £ lo wot 
Hon. Mr. S. unotices, as hat ought not to be 
depended on, that ſome devotees have faid'thay 
while they were, preſent at a plunging, they thought 
themſelves almoſt in Heaven. i ns 
Evan. In a formen publication he: holds up the 
Baptiſt as; perſona of much light, and little heat, 
(large: windows and little ſtoves.) It ſeems, however, 
that with him, their character is no changed. They 
are transformed into;aifet04 enthuſiaſtic devotees; 
whoſe i intemperate zeal diſtutbs: a ; and who 
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ire fo led away by the ſtrengih of their own palijoin : 
as 0 be incompetent judges of heir own ſlings, 
1 ſhould.think, however, that they ma y fairly be al- 
lowed to judge for themſelves; of w — feel of 
the preſence and bleſſing of God atiending ere ic 
what they believe to he ihe path of duty, e ert us 
their biethren of a Gdifferent-perſuafion.. 1! 
Hen. Allowing that. yet no great meld Gugbt 10 
be laid r e AS ——— dro 
| truth. ES 
Evan. By n no 8 Tothe Lon und t6 te wha | 
mony; if they ſpeak noi according 250 this rule. ic is bes 
eauſe there is no light in NE 3 pleaſe, I wilt 
Rate the real ground of our fair and practiet. in 
this reſpect; and if vhilſl I am ſo doing. any thing 
occur to your mind, from! Mr: S's pauiplet, which 
you: wiſh to eee. we will egg 1. r we 


Proceed. 7% 
Þ Hon. I ſhall wiliogly auen 10 EY you have 0 
* 

e We biption op immanent; decauls we be⸗ 
levs it to be that, and not any thing ele. Which our 
Lord hath enjoined. I have already produced the 
teſtimony: of (ſeveral moſt refpe&able "Proteſtant 
Divines to this purpoſe, | I will no add the teſti- 
mony of a Popiſh Biſhop, who may in this catile, 
be allowed io give impartial evidence. - 
| .  Boſſuet, Biſhdp of Meaux: “ T's baptize, dente, 

to piunge, as is granted by all the world.” _ 

Olk aa impartial Quaker: Such as mandize 0 
fpiinkcle inſants, have no command from, nor ex- 
ample among che Apoſtles, nor firft primitive Chriſi 
tians for ſo doing. The ceremony of John's mini{- 
tration, according to divine inſtitution, was by dipp- | 
ing, plunging, or overwhelming theit' bodies in 
water; as Scapula and Stephens, wo great * 


„ = 7 „ 
jo the Greek Tongue, teſtify ;. as alſo Grotius, 
Paſor, Voſſius, Minceus, Leigh, Calohoo, 18-0 | 
Bullinger, Zancby, Spanhemius, Rogers, Taylor, 
Hammond, Calvin, Piſcator, Aquinas, Scotus. As 
for Sþrinkling, the Greeks call it Rhantiſmos ; which 
I render Rhantiſm : for it. is as proper to call ſprink- 
ling rhantiſm, as it is to call dipping baptiſm This 
Linguiſts cannot. be ignorant of, that dipping and 


—— — — 


ſprinkling are expreſſed by ſeveral words, both ini 

Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. If ſprinkling had been 

MM of Divine, Inflitution, the Grecks had their RRan 
e; but as dipping was the Inſtitution, they uſed 
Bapiiſmos ; ſo maintained the purity and propriety 
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Ol thejr language, Thomas Lawſon, Baptiſmalugia, 
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p. 1454, 440 % et ny | 
| London Reviewers: .. That the Letter of the Scrip- | 
tere is in favour of the Bapuifls (or, as they arc fill 
abſurdly called Anabaptiſts) cannot, without eyahion il 

and equivocation, be denied.” ' © il 

Numerous other teſtimonies, equally explicit, [ 


might, be produced, but thieſe, for the preſent, may 
777. ens on et 
As the. Quaker juſily obſerves, if ſprinkling had 
been the mode, it would have been properly ex preſſed 
by the Greek Rhantiſmos ; by which for example;/ 
the Apoſtle repeatedly expreſſes that act, Heb. 9. 19. 
21. That ſurely would have been the term pled, 
and not Bapli ſmos; which from the united teſtimony 
ol ſuch unexceptionable witneſſes, fignifies Inmerſion. 
Wich the proper ſignification of the engcting 
term, the Scripture Hiſtory of Baptiſmal, Facts, per- 
fectly agrees. For inſtance; places of adminiſtration, 
as ihe River Jordan, Were Japtiied of him in Fordan, 
 confſeſſing their ſins. Matt. g, 6.— 1g. Enon, near to 
| Salim, becauſe there was much wa er there. A certain 
water; See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be | 
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baptized. Ads 8. 36. All this, you muſt 
perceive, perfeQly agrees with immerſion, as the 
mode; but, is hard to account for indeed, if ſprink- 
ling be baptiſm, If fo, why_ were ſuch places 
. choſen ſor baptizing ? Change the term. and read. 
if. you- pleaſe, ſprinkled, or poured, of him in Jor- 
dan. John was ſprinkling, or pouring, in Enon, 
becauſe, there was much water there; and they came 
and were ſprinkled, or poured of him, Sce, here is 
Water what doth hinder me to be poured. The ab. 
ſurdity is ſuch as cannot but ſtrike the mind. If | 
ſprinkling had been the mode, John needed not'to 


have choſen a 1 5 or a place of much water, „ | 
that purpoſe, A little water might have ſufficed to | 


ſprinkle thouſands. But then, as'the learned Sel- 
agree eg rege e we Vog- 
and, he would have baptized his own fingers rather 
G ono gp one r gt bt „37% A + fin !tt. Mollt! oh 
than the ſubjects. In England, ol late years, (he 
ſaith) I haye ever thought the Parſon baptized his 
own fingers rather than the child,” © | | 
Nor need the Eunuch io have gone down ihto a \ 
ertain water; for, as a traveller in thoſe defert and 
Ferne erer 0; . „ with % WM b 2 : 
andy parts, he muſt have had water with him abun 
dantly more than ſufficient for the purpoſe of 
Iprinkling or, of pouring. VF 
But, read immer ſe, (the true tranſlation 'of "the 
Greek baptize) and the propriety is evident. They 
were unf» / Fohn in Jordan. © Join "was 
_IMMERSING i Enon, near 10 Salim, betauſe there was 
_ much water there ; And they came and were ibtuknz 
of him. See, here is water, what doth hinder me 10 
be 14MER8ED ? I will venture to ſay, that not a ſingle | 
rt N 4 i kei s 5 1 f ha ws 1 
: example can be produced from the Tacred pages. 
, where the word immerſe might not with evident pro- 
" Priety be uſed in che place of the untranflated Greek 


| C34] 
With this, alſo, ſpecified circumſtances agree. 
Perlons baptized are aid to come to the water, 10 % 
dawn into it, io be baptized. in it, and to come up. 
out of it. Suppoſe you were to hear of me, as 
preachipg . and baptizing in ſome foreign land ; 
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that I chole, for baptiſm, a 22 of much 
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place, becauſe there was a great quantity of water 
. there? * * 5 9 2 5 23 1 


Hen. I remember, alſo, to have heard, that the 
| _ Prepoſitions tranſlated 7o, in, into; might be ren 
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|  garedu 86, hu ml Gere Es os 
Evan. The ſame criticiſm, my friend, would keep 
the wicked out of hell, and the ſaints out of Bean. 
That e e in ſome connectiq ns. 
A | 4 N 8 1 2 = ; 3 
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* + Feridered, is allowed! T5 iht they might : 
with propriety be ſo r 3 in the Collegen 8 
wherein they ſtapd in th Ie paſſages referred 10; is a 
propoſition. which the agreement of all tranſlations : 
of the ſacred ſcriptures, ancient. or modern, at leaſt 
that I have ever ſeen or heard of contradias. ' 
© Hon. Yoy urge the import of the enacting term, 
and carreſpqnding facts reſpeQing baptiſm ; and 1 
| acknowlec Ipe, that I feel the arguments frongly in 
your favour. But if the defign of the ordinance be 
1 | ſuch as, N t anſwered by ſprinkling, or pouring, | 
| it muſt conſiderably enervate the force of your re- | | 
foning. Nr. S. ſays { © Either popring water 
| on, or, ſpripkling Fang ſupject with it, beſt fepre- 
0 55 the thing ſignißed by baptiſm'; that is,” a be- 
ing haptized with the Holz Spit ; whereas plung- 
ing has vo fimiliarity Git it. Pobring out on a 
perſon the Holy Gholl, i is a baptizing with the ſpſ- 
= 1 noe with our PT e ;/ but a be- 


2 a - — 5 
— — — — 2 "2 X 
* 


4 9 


BED 
8 
8 
2 
E. 
2 
ad. 
He 
3 
a 
3B 
* 
_— 
ca” 
„ 
20 
0 
_— 
'0 
Ln) 
- 85 
- 
. 
. 
5 
N 
$ * 
2. 
27 
98: 
8 
Rs. 


he I T hive 55 la” r de "ihe Ek. | 
We w 1 We forgive” Mr. "th his pun on the word 
Plunge, wi * obſerving, T 2 baptiſm is im 
mer fron, He [it S, that the Ying wr voy by bap- 
al is 4 being Baptted wich ech Spirit. Tu 
r he has nqt proyed. But graming it for 
e preſent, hat the . intend by a being 
bapitea with, or in the irit, is that pleni“ 
tude. af Divine Influence with which diſciples : 
were fayoured on the day of Pentecoft. | Meer 2. 1. 4. 
You have your bible at hand, read the Paſſage. 
Hun. And When the dy f* Pentil coft "was fu 


they were all with one accor in one re place, And Jud- | 


1 61 1 


ate camt a WI from Heaven, as of. a 2 
1 wind, and 1! filled all tht houſe whert they — . 
ting, and there appeared unto them cloden tongues lie 


2 of fire; und it ſat on each of them, And they were 


all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with 
other tonguts, as the Spirit g ave them utterance. 
Evan. A foind from D FrLLtp the houſe where 


. they were fitting: They were then, as it were, cor- 


porally immerſed in it, and as it reſpected their 


ſouls their every power was, ac it wert. im- 
merſed in the Toi, allowed up as it were in that 


miraculous plenitude of Divine Influence. Which 
is the mbſt apt figure bf this? The ſptinkling a 


fou drops of water on the fate; or the immerüng 


of the whole body in water ? 

What, in this reſpect. accords not with the un- 
derftanding of Mr. S. has accorded with better un- 
derſtandings than eicher His or mine. Gurtlerus 
has been mentioned already, 1 will now add Le 
Clerc, * He Jhall baptize 3 you in the Holy Spirit; as I 
plunge you in water, te ſhall plunge you, Toto 
fpeak in the © Holy m— ” Remarks on the New 


' Teſtament, at Matt. 3 1. But that which the ſcrip- 
tures teach us to conſider as defignedly repreſentec 
in Baptiſm, is the death, burial,” and fefiirfedtiba's 


Chriſt ;, and the commünion his people have with 
him therein. Rom. 6. 3,4. 5. Col. 2.12. The 
ſuffering Saviour was itumerſed in death, his faith 


ful followers are immerſed in water as a reſemblauce 


of that death. He was laid in the gloomy ſepul- 
chre, they in a watery grave. He aroſe at the ap- 


Poiuted day; they emerge from the water. Through 
the influence of his death and reſurrection, they die 


to fin, and riſe again to newneſs of life; and though 
their bodies muſt die; yet as the Lord the Sa- 
viour roſe, ſo all his followers muſt,” NS 


| : far they ſyppoled 


* U 6 15 
The are the a the Apoſile has taught us to 
conſider as reprels ted by baptilm ; which he allu- 
* 12. 2 - The mode therefore, mul be | 


merſion; far cher ſprinkling nor pouring. 


1 
hears auy debe to an interment. 


Hon. *: Neither the Baptiſm of John, nor c of the 
de a figure of that which was not 
q he Diſciples af Jeſus were very ignorant 
abanyiſuch thing being zo happen to their maſter ; 
tht Phariſees Cid, that Chriſt 
would abide for vert They could ugt then conſi- 
der Baptiſm as referring to his burial.” 
Evan. For the am reaſon you my Of well lay, 
that the Morning and Eyenipg. Sacrifices, to bick 
John alluded when he ſaid, Bekold the Lamb of God, 


Er. could not he Types of the Sacrifice of Chal 


for Sin. 

Hon. The ſufferjngs and death of Chriſt are re- 
preſented j in the Lord's Supper, 

Evan. And why not in Baptiſm too? We eed 
line upon ling, and þrecept upon precept. Not, the 
Paſcbal Lamb repreſented the death of Chriſt, did 
no other ſacrifice prefigure the ſame event | 

Hon. Chriſtians are aid to be crucified with Chri ih, 
but it does not thence follow, that baptiſm muſt 
literally reſemble crucifixion. 

Evan. They are not ſaid to be a with Chriſt 
i . but they. are ſaid to be buried with him 
. The july celebrated George Feryidus, 

S. honeſily ſays; It is certain that in 

4 words of our 55 (Rom. 6. 3, 4.) there is an 
alluſion to the manner of Bapulm, which was by 
immeiſion, which our OWN . Church allows, and i Ja- 
fiſts upon it that children ſhould be immerſed in 
water, unleſs thoſe. thac' kt the children * 


* 


( 6g. 1 

| ba aſſure the Miniſter that they cannot "I 
the plunging,” Mr. Whit _ $ Bias W en 
p. 297. 


Hon. One word more ond I have done. 6 ; Pw | th 


ing water on, or ſprinkling the ſubjet with water, 
ſeems to have been the primitive mode.” 
Evan, Not the ſcriptural mode, as I think has 


been already proved, and with reſpect to the prac- 
tice of Chriſtians in the firſt centuries, it admits of 


no diſpute, that immerſion was the mode. 


„ Immerſion (ſays Dr. Whitby) was religiouſly 


obſerved by all Chriſtians for thirteen centuries, 
Note, on Rom, 6. 4. Antiently (ſays Archbiſhop 
' Tillotſon) thoſe who were baptized put off their 
garments, which ſignified their putting off the body 
of fin ; and were immerſed and buried in the water, 


to ſignify their death to fin ; and then did riſe again 


out of the water, to benify their entrance upon a 


new life. And to theſe cuſtoms the Apoſtle alludes, 


Rom. 6. 2, Gal. 3. 27. 

Hon. 1 thank you, my friend, for your attention 
to the ſubject; and am conſtrained to confeſs, that 
immerſion in the name of the Father. and of the Son, 
and of the Holy G 


me, was enjoined 


our Lord, that to which his 


own example, and the practice of the primitive 
church directs, and that which the deſign of bap- 
| tiſm requires. TI truſt, that, from love to Jeſus, I 
ſhall in this ordinance obey aud follow him. 
Evan The Lord enable you, from the beſt of 
- motives ſo to do: and _”m_ you his preſence and 


bleſſings. 


is that which it appears to 
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